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MANUSCRIPT

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)

In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asks; who do you say that I am?  It's a 
great question.  Who is Jesus?  Who is Jesus to the world?  Who is 
Jesus in the context of history and philosophy?  But most importantly, 
who is Jesus to you?  

Over the last three weeks we've been exploring the Bible for 
answers to this question.  Three weeks ago we discovered that he is the 
Chosen One who fulfills the prophecies of the Bible and saves the whole 
world from the curse of sin.  

Two weeks ago, as we dedicated the relaunch of our church and 
our new building to the Lord, we saw that Jesus is the head of the church,
the leader of all who call themselves Christians, and as that leader we 
are to submit to his leading in our local church.  Simply put... We don't run
this thing... he does.

And last week, we saw the first of seven “I Am” statements 
spoken by Jesus himself.  He says... “I Am the Good Shepherd.”  No 
other shepherd cares for you like Jesus does.  He fights for you, he 
knows you, he pursues you, and he died for you.  But remember... it's not
about you.  He primarily does all of this for his glory and so the focus isn't 
on us being worthy of the Good Shepherd.  The focus is on the goodness
of the Good Shepherd.  He is so good isn't he? 

It is good to be a part of the flock of the Good Shepherd isn't it?  
But how can we be a part of that flock?  I want you to go back to John 10 
and lets look at a couple of verses we skipped over last week; verses 1-6.
Jesus is explaining to his disciples that if someone tries to enter the 
sheepfold (or the flock) other than through the sheep door then they are 
imposters and are not really of the flock.  Put more simply... you cannot 
enter into the flock of Christ any other way than through the door.  There 
is no other way.  

What is this way?  It's a simple question with eternal 
consequences.  If we don't get this right we get nothing else right.  What 
is the right door to enter in order to become a part of the flock of Christ 
and more importantly... what is the door to enter to God.. what is the door
to enter for eternal life?   

There are many people in our society today who believe that there
are many different ways... that there are many different doors that lead to 

God, Christ, and eternal life.  Some say that life is like a mountain with many
different paths leading to the top... to God.   It doesn't matter which path we 
take as long as we all end up at the top of the mountain together.  Therefore,
you can believe in Buddhism, or Islam, or Judaism, Shintoism, or simply 
being a good person and as long as you live according to your beliefs we will
all wind up finding God at the top of the mountain. 

You'd be surprised to know that some very popular “Christian” 
pastors also subscribe to this theory.  It has been well documented that Joel 
Osteen, one of the most popular preachers and authors in Christendom, on 
the Larry King show some years ago, clearly stated that he could not 
definitively say that Jesus was the only way to God.  In fact, he said, that 
there very well could be other ways to God.   Well Joel, thats an interesting 
concept in theory... but is it true?   Are there many doors, many paths to 
God?  And whats if we find that there aren't many doors.  Whats if we find 
out that there is only one path, one door to God and eternal life?  Then, how 
do we determine which path is the right path?  

Let's go back to the text in John 10 and let's continue ready through 
verse 7-9.   Jesus makes it very clear with another of the “I Am” statements 
when he emphatically states in verse 7 “I am the door of the sheep,” and 
again in verse 9 when he says “I am the door.”  Jesus clearly says.... there is
only one way to be a part of my flock... there is only one way to God... there 
is only one way to eternal life... to find pasture.   Are you getting this!   Jesus
says... there are not many ways... there is only one way and incase you 
didn't understand him here he makes it abundantly clear in John 14:6 where 
he says again.. “I AM.”  “I am the way!... no one comes to the father but by 
me!”   There is only one way and it's Jesus!    The Road To Heaven Is A 
One Way Street... It's Either Jesus' Way Or No Way

So... the question that remains for us today is simple... Is what Jesus 
says in the Bible true.... is he the only way?  This morning I want to present 
a few simple ways that you can know for certain today that Jesus is the way!

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)

The first thing I want to show you is...  Jesus Is The Only Way 
Because He Is God's Only Son.  Going back to Matthew 16:15-16 Peter 
states... You are the Christ... the SON of the living God!   The connection 
between a father and a son... especially in the context of God and his son... 
is a special connection.  We need to know this connection and we need to 
know it especially in light of what John 14:6 means when Jesus says I am 
the only way to the Father! 

Think about it in the context of old medieval monarchies... if you 
dared come before the King without permission you could be killed.  But not 
his son, not his heir.  He had full access to the king at all times.  So.. it 
makes sense... Jesus the Son has access to the father where as others do 



not.  Matthew 28:18 tells us that Jesus has all the authority in heaven and
on earth.   He has this authority because he is the Son of the Father.  He 
has access to the earth and he has access to the throne of heaven.  

Who else can claim to be the Son of God?  Peter and the 
disciples knew that Jesus was the Son of God because they saw his 
miracles, saw his mercy and love...  but mostly because it was also 
revealed to them in their hearts, right?  Get this... God will reveal in the 
hearts of men, our hearts, who the real Son is.   So who has he revealed 
that to be in you?  

Listen... we have to have access to God.   This is the only way we
can have eternal life.  Jesus is the way to access God.  If you listen you 
can hear...  Jesus is saying... I'm the only one who has access to 
God for you... because I'm his Son.  The Road To Heaven Is A One 
Way Street... It's Either Jesus' Way Or No Way.   

But we also see that...  Jesus Is The Only Way Because He Has
Done What No One Else Could Do.   I'm sure in light of the last point 
you are asking.... why exactly is it so important to have access to God in 
order to find eternal life?  Thats a great question.  

Think back to what we've learned the past few weeks.  Humanity 
sinned and we were put under the curse of sin, death, hell, etc... right?  
But that wasn't the worst part of the curse.  The biggest consequence of 
the curse was separation from God.  In the beginning Adam & Eve had 
full access to God... but because of their sin they now had a splintered 
relationship with him.  Colossians 1:21 tells us we were alienated from 
God and hostile in our minds towards him.  We were his enemies and this
splintered relationship is what destined us for hell... we could not be with 
God anymore...so we had to go somewhere else.   So, how could we 
once again be made right with God and once again inherit eternal life with
him?  Look at the next verse in Colossians.  Colossians 1:22 says that 
through the death of Jesus, God's Son, who has access to the throne, the
conflict has been reconciled and we are presented as blameless before 
his father!   Look at Hebrews 10:20.  Through the curtain of his flesh 
being torn we have access once again to God the father.  The Holy 
Place, where God is, was off limits to us... but Jesus made a way... he 
became the door. Jesus the Son, the only one who had access to 
God... died so that we too could have access to God.  Look at... John 
17:3 this is eternal life... that we have access once again with God 
through the death and resurrection of the Son.  

Let me ask you this.... who else has died and rose again?  
Muhammad hasn't, Buddha hasn't, Joseph Smith hasn't, Krishna hasn't.   
Jesus is the only God who has shown himself in the flesh, lived a perfect 
life, died a sacrificial death, and rose again to give us new life!  No other 
so called god has done what Jesus has done!  The Road To Heaven Is 

A One Way Street... It's Either Jesus' Way Or No Way.  

The last thing I want to show you is...  Jesus Is The Only Way 
Because He's The Only God Who Came To Us.  Go back to the mountain 
illustration.   Many people see God standing on top of the mountain saying...
come... find your way up here.   Here's where Christianity is wonderfully 
different. Instead of a God standing on top of the mountain saying find your 
way up here.... Jesus came down the mountain to help us climb up it with 
him!  This is incredible... and the major difference between Christianity and 
all the other religions.  Jesus came as God in the flesh to help us find our 
way to him!  He knows how to help us up the mountain because he became 
like us.   Look at Hebrews 4:15.  God became human to show humans 
how to get to God.  

We can't do it on our own... so Jesus came to do it for us.  All other 
religions in the world say... do good and you will find God.  Even Atheism 
believes that as long as you are good you will be alright.  Every religion on 
this earth is a works based religion except Christianity.  Where other 
religions say, work hard, do good, and you will make it to God, Christianity 
simply asks us to believe that Jesus has already done the work for us.  
Instead of climbing up to find God... God in Jesus climbed down to find
you! Get this... Christianity is the only religion that says... instead of 
doing... know it's already been done!  Jesus simply says believe...  John 
3:16.  But since believing is in a sense... an act of work... I will provide you 
with the faith to believe too.  Philippians 1:29 says it has been granted to you
to believe.  Our belief is a gift of God.  

The other religions say... measure up.  Jesus says... no need... i've 
already done that.  So what's left for us to do?  Believe!   Believe that what 
you can't do in your own strength to find God...has already been done for 
you by the only God who would or could do it for you... JESUS!   The Road 
To Heaven Is A One Way Street... It's Either Jesus' Way Or No Way

Application (Resolution, You) 

Jesus is the only door to God... to eternal life.  He is the only way to 
heaven!  No other religion can get you there.  No other false god can show 
you the way!  Listen... I know it seems very narrow minded to think that 
Jesus is the only way!  But the Bible says in Matthew 7:13-14 the way is 
narrow that leads to God!   This verse itself makes it clear that there are not 
many ways... there is only one way!  Through the gate, through the door... 
Jesus Christ!  

And... Jesus as the only way makes perfect sense... he is God's only 
Son... he is the only one who died and now lives... and he is the only one 
who says I did the work for you instead of saying... you must work it out 
yourselves!   Jesus is the only clear choice!  



Conclusion

So put yourself at the foot of the mountain.  There is a tour guide 
at the bottom of the mountain with flyers for each and every path that 
leads up the mountain.  He says... just pick one... anyone … it doesn't 
matter which one they all go to the same place. You say... well which one
is the best path?  He shows you the Islam brochure.  “1 Billion people 
have taken this path.”  As you flip through it you see that Muhammad 
died and is still dead... you see the list of laws and works you must abide 
by... you see a Tyrannical God without love who demands your 
allegiance... and you say no thanks.  He pulls out another one.  He shows
you the Buddhism brochure and says... “1 Billion people have taken this 
path too.”  You glance at it and you see that Buddha died and then 
another guy called himself Buddha but he died too and so on and so on...
and none of them are alive or came back to life.  You also see another list
of laws and strict rules you must abide by. Once again you say no thanks.
He pulls out another one.  He shows you the Hindu brochure... and 
say...”you guessed it... another Billion people have taken this path too... 
but you'll love this one... its so vague anyone can do it.”   So you start 
thumbing through it and you see a litany of hundreds of thousands of 
gods and a list of rules that are without sound principles.  Frustrated, you 
say... this is absolute chaos and once again say no thanks.  Maybe 
finding a path up this mountain is not worth it and just as you are about to
give up you then look up and there is a guy standing right there by the 
tour guide.  He introduces himself as Jesus.  You say... where'd you 
come from?  He points to the top of the mountain.   You say... you've 
been up there?  He says... yeah.  You ask, then why did you come back 
down here?  And with a gleam in his eye he says.  To take you up of 
course.  Your heart wells up with hope.  “If he's been there then he can 
definitely take me.”  You can make it up the mountain after all.  There is 
no debate... whatever path he takes... thats the real path.  

Make no mistake this morning.  Jesus is here waiting to take you 
up the path that leads to God and leads to eternal life.  All you have to do 
is believe in him and you are on your way!  The Road To Heaven Is A 
One Way Street... It's Either Jesus' Way Or No Way


