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The Resurrection & The Life
John 11:17-27
Memory Verses:  John 11:25

MANUSCRIPT

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
In Matthew 16:15 Jesus asks; who do you say that I am?  It's a 

great question.  Who is Jesus?  
Over the course of the past 5 weeks we've seen that Jesus is, just

as Peter exclaims, The Christ, the Chosen one who takes away the curse
of sin and saves the world from hell.  And as we have begun a new 
ministry in a new building, it is also very important to recognize that Jesus
is the head of the church.  No man runs this thing... Jesus runs this thing 
and we submit to him in the word and in prayer.  We depend on Him.  
Depending on Christ we will reach our world with the Gospel to see lives 
completely transformed.  

And then we started looking at the “I Am” statements of Jesus.  
First we saw in John 10:11-18 that Jesus says, “I Am the Good 
Shepherd.”  He fights for you, knows you, pursues you, and he lays down
his life for you... all while helping you to lavish all the glory on God the 
father.”  Then two weeks ago we saw the second “I Am” statement  in 
John 10:1-9 where Jesus proclaims “I Am the door.”  We see this echoed 
in the most famous “I Am” verse; John 14:6, where Jesus says; “I Am the 
Way.”  Jesus is the only way to the father!  Jesus is the only door by 
which you can enter into the family of God and eternal life!  There is no 
other way!  Then last week we examined the second part of John 14:6 
where Jesus proclaims that “I Am the Truth.”  In a world of relativism and 
a feelings based culture... Jesus is the only standard of absolute moral 
truth.  What an encouragement to know that there is a one truth... and we
can know it if we know Jesus!   

  Today we want to finish John 14:6 where Jesus proclaims, “I Am 
the Life.”  He is not only the way... he is not only the truth... but he is also 
the life.  So, what does it mean that Jesus is the life?  Well what exactly is
life in the first place?  I've seen plenty of commercials in my day and t-
shirts and bumper stickers that are all trying to communicate what life is.  
Some say that football is life.  Other say that Star Wars is life.  I've even 
seen some that say gaming is life.   Really... you live to play video 
games... thats sad.  But, even the radio is trying to tell me what life is...   
“Life is a highway... I want to ride it all night long.”  Or what about those 
quirky Instagram quotes that pop up from time to time... “Life is like riding 
a bicycle.  To keep your balance you must keep moving.” - Albert 
Einstein... or “Life is like a cup of Tea.  It's all about how you make it.”  or 

… and I know you know this one.  “When life gives you lemons make... 
lemon meringue pie.”  Or something like that.  Regardless, there's a lot of 
opinions about what life is.  I think some people feel that life is just life.  You 
live and as long as you are breathing then you have life.  We here this in 
sentiments like, “well i'm not 6 feet under the ground... so I must be alright.”  
Life is defined by the fact that something is alive physically.   

But there are others... and I would argue... the majority... who say 
that life is more than just being physically alive.  Rather, life is about being 
spiritually and emotionally alive.  Meaning that you love life!  If you are 
physically alive but don't like your life then you are not really living and thats 
not really life!   We hear this in sentiments like... “man, I really feel alive 
today.”  

And then there is the biblical perspective which takes it a step further.
Yes, life is being physically being alive... and life is being spiritually and 
emotionally feeling alive... but real life... really living is having a true purpose 
which extends beyond this physical life into eternity.  Real life is knowing 
that life never ends... we were meant to exist forever and to feel alive 
forever... and there is only one way and one truth about this one life!  So 
today I want you to turn your attention to a familiar story in the book of John 
11:17-27.  And let's see exactly what it means that Jesus is life!  And what 
we will see today is that... You Breathe Because He Gives You Breath, You 
Love Because He Has First Loved You, And You Can Live Forever Because
He is The Resurrection And The Life.   Jesus Is The Breath of Life, The 
Love of Life, And Life Everlasting.  Jesus is Life.

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)

The first thing we are going to see here is that...  Jesus is the 
Reason We Are Alive (vs17-21).  Look again at verses 17-20.  We see 
three familiar characters here; Mary, Martha, and Lazarus who has recently 
passed away.  Throughout the Gospels, these three people are described as
being special friends to Jesus.  He loves Mary and Martha and visits their 
home frequently.  One time Jesus visited with this family, Martha was busy 
cleaning, cooking, and hosting  while Mary was worshipping, talking, and 
spending time with Jesus.  This made Martha a little upset... but Jesus told 
her to not worry about the food.  The important thing was spending time with
him.  He loved these two sisters, and he loved their brother Lazarus.  So 
much so that it is told to us that Jesus weeps when he hears of the death of 
his friend.  

But that brings up a good question doesn't it.  If Jesus was so heart 
broken over his friends death, why did he wait until he had passed away to 
come and see him?  When Jesus finally shows up, Lazarus has been dead 
for four days... but if Jesus had hurried perhaps he could've saved him.  This
is exactly what Martha says to Jesus in verse 21: “if you had been here he 



wouldn't have died.”  Why is Martha a little frustrated with Jesus?  And 
why does she say that if had been here then Lazarus would still be alive?
Simple... she believes that Jesus is the sustainer of physical life.  She 
believes that Jesus holds the power of life and death in his hands.  If 
Jesus wanted to keep Lazarus alive he surely could have done so. 

Is she right? Is Jesus able to sustain physical life and does he 
have the power of life and death in his hands? Look at Hebrews 1:2 
which says that it was through Jesus whom God also he created the 
world.  This is critical in the way we see the person of Jesus in the 
Godhead.  Hebrews tells us that it wasn't just God the father who created 
everything... but it was in fact through Jesus that everything was 
created... even us.  John 1:1-4 makes this even more clear.  “Jesus the 
word through whom all things were made.”  In him was LIFE.  So we 
were created through Jesus, which means... he is the creator of life.  

But look again at Hebrews 1:3 which says “he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power” .  He created all things including life, 
and he also sustains all things including life.  Turn over to Colossians 
1:15-17  which really sums all this up.  Jesus is the creator and sustainer 
of life.  This is why we call him the life!  He has the power of physical life 
and death in his hands.

And here is the good news for us this morning.  If Jesus, the 
Chosen One, the Head of the Church, the Good Shepherd, the Way, and 
the Truth holds life and death in his hands... then we can be assured that 
he is taking care of our lives.  Matthew 6:25-26 says that we are called to 
not worry about our physical lives but to  trust him with our lives.  
Therefore... we don't worry about our physical lives or livelihood... Jesus 
has it under control.  You can trust him for clothes, shelter, water, food, 
and health.  If he created you he will sustain you.  Your physical life is 
safe in the hands that formed you .  Jesus is the life because he is the 
reason you are alive!  He created you, sustains you... so trust him with 
your life.  Jesus Is The Breath of Life, The Love of Life, And Life 
Everlasting.  Jesus is Life

But also...  Jesus is the Reason For Living (vs22,26).  Look 
again at verse 22.  Martha knows that Jesus has all the power and 
authority.  Look at her faith.  She knows that faith in Jesus is real life.  Life
without Jesus isn't really worth living.  Look down at verse 26.   If you live 
with belief in Jesus you never really die.  Yes this passage is primarily 
talking about physical life and death... but it is not a stretch to recognize 
that this is talking about more than that.  It's talking about the reason for 
living.  The point is simple... our life is full of meaning when you live for 
Christ.  

Look at  John 10:10 .  We are promised not just life in Jesus... but 
abundant life; fulfilling, joyful, peaceful, hopeful life!  Look at Romans 

15:13 .  We are to be filled with joy, peace, faith, and hope.  Or what about 
Jeremiah 29:11 where we are told that God has plans for our welfare and 
our future.  Jesus is telling us.. I don't just sustain you physical life... but I 
give you the very reason to keep living.  Why?  Because of John 1:4; in him 
was life and the life was the light of men.  Jesus' life in us is what gives our 
lives light.  And how does this work itself out?  Look at Gal 2:20 which tells 
us that our lives are no longer our lives... now they are Christ's life lived 
through us... for his glory.  When you accept Christ... you no longer live... 
you have a new life with Christ at the center... and its a more meaningful, 
peaceful, joyful life.  

I think we get so caught up thinking that eternal life begins after we 
die, but the Bible tells us that eternal life can begin now.  It begins in our 
hearts as soon as we accept Christ into our lives. John 17:3 says that this is 
eternal life that we know Jesus.  Get this... with Jesus you have life and the 
reason to go on living.  With Jesus you have a purpose; to glorify God by 
showcasing his goodness.  Without Jesus life is a meaningless pursuit spent
on meaningless things, but with Jesus you will love your life because you 
love him.  Jesus gives us abundant life.  Life without abundant life isn't 
worth living.  Jesus Is The Breath of Life, The Love of Life, And Life 
Everlasting.  Jesus is Life.  

Lastly,  Jesus Is Resurrection and Eternal Life (vs23-27) .  Look 
here again at verses 23-27. Jesus has the power to raise Lazarus now.  
Right now Jesus is telling Martha.. that I can raise him from the dead.   But, 
more importantly Jesus is saying... I have the power to raise Lazarus and 
the rest of us for all of eternity.  

The belief in the resurrection is one of the most fundamental beliefs 
for Christians... if this life is all there is then we are to be pitied.  Look at 1 
Cor 15:19-20.  The resurrection defines our faith and our reason for living. 
Christ has risen giving us hope for our resurrection as well, and because he 
lives we can be assured that we will also live.  Look at John 5:24; we have 
eternal life and will not come into the judgement of hell... we have passed 
from death to life... and we will pass from death to life   

He is the resurrection.  Get this... as the resurrection Jesus is the 
culmination of all life... he formed your life, he fulfills your life, and he 
forevers your life .  Therefore, there is no need to fear death in this life.  
Jesus strips away Satan's power by giving us eternal life.  Jesus Is The 
Breath of Life, The Love of Life, And Life Everlasting.  Jesus is Life

Application (Resolution, You) 

So what is the application this morning?  Well hopefully it has been 
made clear to you that Jesus is the life.  Jesus is the only one you can trust 
with your physical life because he created you and sustains you.  Not only 



that but, Jesus is the only one you can trust to fulfill your life with joy and 
hope.  Life is dull, bland, meaningless, and purposeless without Christ. 
But most importantly, Jesus is the only one who can give you life 
everlasting.  He is the resurrection and the life.  With Christ you can live 
forever... without him you will die forever.  The choice is yours.  

So, how does one get this life.  Look again at vs25.  Simple; 
believe.  John 6:47 says that whoever believes has eternal life.  You must
put your belief in Jesus as the resurrection and life and you will receive 
eternal life.  Do you believe this?  Do you believe that Jesus is the creator
and sustainer of your physical life?  Do you believe that Jesus in your life 
can give you true joy, hope, and meaning?  Do you believe that through 
his death and resurrection that Jesus has provided you with a way to 
eternal life?  If so.. you can have a new life this morning.  Jesus Is The 
Breath of Life, The Love of Life, And Life Everlasting.  Jesus is Life

Conclusion

When Sir Michael Faraday (a great scientist from the 1800s), was 
dying, some journalists questioned him about his speculations for a life 
after death. “Speculations!” he said, “I know nothing about speculations. 
I’m resting on certainties. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and because 
He lives, I shall live also.”

It is a certainty that Jesus has risen and it is a certainty that 
through belief in him you shall also rise!  Put you faith in him today! 


