
Philippians - Part 4
Shine
Philippians 2:12-30
Memory Verses:  Philippians 2:15

MANUSCRIPT

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)   
For the last few weeks we've been going through the book of 

Philippians and what we've seen is that the book of Philippians has one 
main theme running throughout it.  Joy.  Paul's main purpose is for the 
church at Philippi to find joy despite their circumstances and to rejoice in 
the salvation of Jesus Christ.  Why Joy and not happiness?  Because 
happiness is a fleeting temporary thing.  It is here one moment and gone 
the next.  It is a feeling that is almost completely based upon the 
circumstantial factors.  If something goes right then you are happy.  If 
something goes wrong, happiness is depleted.  Joy on the other hand is 
not based on circumstances, but on deeper internal belief.  For us, that 
belief is nothing but Jesus Christ. 

So how do we get this joy I speak of?  Well, in Philippians 1:1-18 
we saw that we could find life sustaining joy by doing Christian ministry.  
When we minister in constant prayer, covenant partnership, and Christ 
proclaimed the ministry we do is returned to us 100 fold in the form of joy.
When you engage in ministry you will inevitably be ministered to more 
than those you seek to serve.   

Then in Philippians 1:18-30 we saw that we find joy within our 
spiritual warfare.  We are called to live and die for the cause of Christ.  
We are called to live and die for those we fight next to.  And we fight with 
a supernatural courage and joy that causes those who see us to wonder 
what we've got that they don't.  True Christians will be known for their 
warfare and the joy which remains through their fight.

And then last week we saw in Philippians 2:1-11 that our joy is 
made complete through the unity of the church and church unity is 
maintained through individual humility.  Unity and humility are key 
ingredients for a joyful life.  Hopefully each of us can truly be filled with 
joy by being engaged in ministry, by fighting our spiritual war, and by 
being unified through humility. 

This week we turn our attention to Philippians 2:12-30.    Would 
you go ahead and read that with me this morning?  

What is Paul trying to tell us about joy this morning through this 
passage?  If there is one main point that he's getting at this morning, it's 
this.... Shine!   Look again at our main verse for this morning vs15.  In a 
world that is crooked and twisted... in a broken and dark world... we are 
called to shine as lights in the world.  In fact this verse reminds us of what

Jesus told the disciples in Matthew 5:14,16 where he told them that they 
were the light of the world and a city on the hill that can't be hidden.  Why 
are we lights?  Because if we shine brightly the world will take notice of our 
good works and they will be drawn to the light like a moth to the flame and 
they will eventually worship our God.  The process of evangelism most 
definitely is dependent on us shining.  

So why, as believers, do we not see it work out like this that often?  
Why do so many of us struggle to shine bright enough for people to take 
notice and then come to worship our God?  I mean if there are thousands of 
Christian in Danville, VA then shouldn't our light be so bright and so 
compelling that everyone else would be taken in by it?  But that isn't the 
case.  Why?  

I think it has to do with our understanding of the word shine.  You see
here the word “shine” is the greek word phaino which means to become 
evident, be bright, or strike the sight.  I like that, “strike the sight.”  This isn't a
passive glow or ambience... this is an in your face type of impact.  Also 
notice the word “light.”  In the greek it is the word phoster which is most 
often used in reference to the stars.   Not a small light right?  No, this is a 
bright shining star like light that smacks you in the eye!  Do you get it?  
When the bible tells us to shine for Christ in a dark world, it isn't telling us to 
flicker dimly like a lighter until it burns our hand and we have to put it down.  
Nope.  It means to shine so bright that you can't be ignored.  It means shine 
like you've got the light of a star, a giant nuclear fusion furnace bright 
enough to be seen thousands of light years away.  Shine So Bright That 
You Can't Be Ignored.  Listen, we've let our lights shine like little candles 
long enough... now it's time to shine like stars... it's time to get noticed so our
God get's noticed and people will come to know him as their savior and 
Lord!  

So that's our aim this morning!  To shine!  So let's look at our 
passage this morning and let's find exactly how we are going to shine bright 
enough to get the attention of our neighbors, our community, and our world. 

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we see here is that... You Shine When You Work Out

Your Sanctification (vs12-18).  Now when you read here, “work out your 
salvation,” you immediately ask, “does this teach a works based salvation?”  
And the answer is, “of course not.”  The Bible time and time again makes it 
clear that salvation is a free gift of God given to us by his grace and received
through faith... not of our works (Ephesians 2:8-9).  This passage is not 
about works based salvation, rather its about our responsibility in the work of
sanctification.  Notice that the passage says “work out,” not “work for.”  You 
aren't trying to earn anything here, rather you are working towards a goal 
based upon what has already been earned for you.  Because we have been 
saved by the work of Christ, now we can work for Christ.  And, so, there is a 



process by which you must be involved in your own spiritual progress.  
When we see the word “salvation” in the New Testament we must check 
to see which category of salvation it is talking about.  Remember, there 
are three theological categories of salvation as expressed in the New 
Testament.  Justification, which is the moment by which Christ proclaims 
you positionally righteous before God.  Sanctification, which is the 
process of spiritual maturity that begins with justification and ends with 
glorification.  And Glorification, which is the end of the process where by 
Christ makes us glorified as he is and gives us an immortal body.  When 
we see “salvation” here, we are talking about the second one; 
sanctification.   

We've been given many different names for sanctification such as 
spiritual transformation, spiritual maturation, spiritual development, but 
the one that we are the most familiar with is discipleship.  As a church 
body, we engage in discipleship together to develop one another as iron 
sharpens iron.  We mentor one on one, study together in small groups, 
and learn together in corporate worship services all to see each other 
grow in Christ.  We believe that discipleship doesn't just happen naturally,
but that it must be fostered... it must be intentional.  And as we see in 
vs12, it must be done with a measure of caution.  We work out our 
sanctification with fear and trembling.  Meaning that we don't engage in 
our spiritual growth casually and without focus.  Rather, we set specific 
goals, follow trusted biblical leaders, and focus on specific disciplines.  

But remember, our sanctification, our discipleship, is not all based 
upon our effort and the effort of the church, but God also helps us.  Look 
at verse 13.  In verse 12 we work out / or strive for spiritual maturity 
through the process of discipleship, but in verse 13 God works in us to 
help us through he Holy Spirit.  So... Sanctification is a collaboration 
where we discipline our bodies for spiritual maturity while God gives us 
the strength to help us achieve it.  

Now, remember what I said about intentional discipleship being a 
cautious process where we set specific goals, and focus on specific 
disciplines?  What specific disciplines are we to focus on?  Well, while 
this list is far from exhaustive, this passage gives us 6 disciplines that are
very important to the sanctification of a believer.  In verse 12 we see that 
we are to focus on the spiritual discipline of obedience.  Paul implores the
church to continue to be obedient as they work out their sanctification.  Of
course obedience is the discipline of subjecting ourselves to the will of 
God all day, everyday.  It's the course by which our will is replaced by his 
will and our goals, desires, and actions become his. 

In verse 14 we are called to the spiritual discipline of contentment.
It says to put away the sin of grumbling.  Instead of an intense 
dissatisfaction for the way life is, we should find joy and peace in 
whatever situation or circumstance we are in because we trust that God 

is in control.  Grumbling is in contrast to faith.  When we grumble it means 
that we don't believe that where God has us is best for us.  Either we don't 
trust God or we don't trust in the leadership he has placed over us in his 
sovereignty, and we have to tell somebody.  Grumbling is also in contrast to 
positivity.  It is a negative attitude opposed to joy.  Those with joy are not 
negative and they don't grumble.  Often grumbling presents itself as a 
display of protest behind the backs of those who the grumbling party 
disagrees with and can look like gossip, slander, and back biting.  Ultimately 
grumbling can cause division in the church.  To avoid all of this, we should 
learn the discipline of being content. 

Also in verse 14 we see that we are called to the spiritual discipline of
unity.  Unity can be defined as a state where we don't always have to agree 
with one another but we can engage in respectful conversation as to come 
to an agreement.  We talked at great deal about unity last week.  In this 
verse we see that the enemy of unity is disputing or as other translations call
it, complaining.  Disputing is not a civil disagreement discussed in a manner 
of love and respect.   Rather, it shows disunity and causes division.   
Grumbling is behind the back, disputes bring grumbling into the light.  
Disputes are the eventuality of grumbling and it breeds disunity, division, 
and discourse.  That is why it is the job of courageous church leaders to call 
out and remove all grumbling and disputes before they are allowed to 
destroy the church.  

In verse 15 we see that we are to pursue the spiritual discipline of 
integrity.   We are to be blameless, innocent, and without blemish.  This 
means that we are to be pure and abstain from all sin, as well as set up 
guard rails as to keep ourselves from temptation and the possibility of 
accusations.  Christians with integrity have a reputation that stands as a 
witness against any accusation.

In verse 16 we see that we are to be disciplined in a reliance on the 
Word.  Christians read the word.  We are dependent on scripture for 
knowledge and wisdom.  We hold fast to the word.  

And lastly in vs16,17 we see that we are to grow in the discipline of 
perseverance.  As we grow in Christ we learn how to run and labor for the 
cause of Christ until the end without giving up.  We learn what it means to 
live as a sacrificial offering.  We learn to be completely used up, desiring to 
not leave anything in the tank.  And, the end result is that the church rejoices
and the community is intrigued.  Look at verses 17,18 where we rejoice with 
those who are growing in spiritual maturity and who persevere to the end of 
their sanctification process.  Do you see our response to those who work out
their sanctification with fear and trembling?  We rejoice!  In fact, nothing 
should get us more excited as believers than to see peoples lives 
completely transformed.  

And, so, working out our sanctification does a considerable amount 
of good for believers, but what does it do for those outside the church?  



They take notice!   When the world sees us shining brightly and they take
notice.   They see our transformation, they see our qualities as people, 
they see our light, and they turn their heads to see what's up.  When the 
world sees us as a positive people, in perfect unity with one another, 
pure and upright, and ready to persevere with them.... how can they not 
be intrigued.  When you work out your sanctification you ...Shine So 
Bright That You Can't Be Ignored.

Secondly, we see that You Shine When You Serve Like A Son 
(vs19-24).    Here Paul talks about his disciple, Timothy, and you can tell 
from his language that Paul sees Timothy as a bright light, not only in his 
life, but also in the world.  Just look at some of the accolades Paul says 
of Timothy here.  He says, “i have no one like him.”  He says, that you 
know his “proven worth.”  

Why does Timothy's light shine so bright?  Well in verses 20,21 
we see that it is because he is genuinely concerned for the welfare of 
others.  He is selfless.  Just as we saw last week in 2:3-4, he counts 
others more significant than himself, and he looks out for the interest of 
others.  Of course Timothy is already shown as a wonderful servant to his
community, but Paul goes even further in verse 22 and says that Timothy
has served Paul like he was his son and Paul was his father.  This means
timothy treats Paul the way a son or a daughter would treat their parents. 
Now I know some parents in here might not think of that as a good thing, 
especially if your kids are still living in your house.  But I think of Laurie 
and Steve Dishman and the way they selflessly serve their aging parents 
every day, in every need, in every way.  They are there for every ache, 
pain, doctors appointment, and medicine run.  Is it inconvenient at times 
to serve their mothers?  Yep.  Is it tiring?  I'm sure.  But they will not quit 
serving and giving and loving.   Why?  Cause it's their mommas.   And 
that's how Timothy serves Paul... and it's how we are called to serve 
each other and our communities.   

You want to know what makes people take notice?  When you 
serve like this, when you serve others like they are family.  At Stone 
Creek we call this relational outreach.  We believe in serving others as to 
begin personal and even familial relationships with them.  When we serve
big, we are granted access.  We can begin conversations.  We can begin 
visiting regularly, and form a trusted and genuine relationship.  And after 
we've done all of that, we can give them the Gospel.  Why?  Why do we 
have to serve big and begin relationship to share the Gospel?  Because 
they won't care about what you know until they know that you care.  We 
serve big, we serve frequently, and we earn the right to be heard.  We 
become a light in the darkness.   When you serve considerably and 
show up consistently you will make a connection... and you will Shine 
So Bright That You Can't Be Ignored.  

Lastly, You Shine When You Risk Your Self (vs25-30).  Here we 
see another one of Paul's disciples, Epaphroditus.  How do some guys get 
named Timothy while others get Epaphroditus?  Well to make up for his 
unfortunate name situation Epaphroditus shines.  Look how Paul admires 
him as a fellow worker, fellow soldier, messenger and minister.  He like 
Timothy also longs for the church and cares for them deeply, but what sets 
Epaphroditus apart is his willingness to put his life on the line.  Verse 30 tells
us that he risked his life and nearly died for the ministry.  

Do you ever watch movies of soldiers who are willing to risk it all for 
the cause.  I think about Hacksaw Ridge or Braveheart... both directed by 
Mel Gibson... who also directed The Passion... coincidence?  I think not.  
Regardless... we love those types of movies because you don't see heroes 
like that everyday.  Or what about watching these crazy extreme sportsmen 
on youtube.  You know the guys who sky dive out of perfectly good 
airplanes, or the type that bungie jump, or what about these guys.... downhill
mountain bikers.  Have you guys seen these crazy idiots?  They race down 
mountains on 3 inch wide trails with thousand foot cliffs on each side and 
while they race down the mountain on a rail they are doing back flips and 
stuff.   And, I'm like glued to the screen because I can't believe what I'm 
seeing.  These guys are risking it all to ride down a mountain.  

And get this... they are risking it all for the thrill... but in the grand 
scheme of things... thats just dumb.  Who cares about your thrill?  Your thrill 
verses your life?  Choose life man!  But Epaphroditus, this dude is risking his
life for the Gospel... for the ministry!  And that means something.  We'll 
watch and cheer for the downhill mountain bike guy... but as verse 29 says, 
we honor those who risk it all for a great cause.  And we receive them with 
joy.  Why?  Because their sacrifice is our sacrifice.  We are both risking it all 
for Christ.  It's what we have in common, and it is the only thing worth living 
and risking it all for.  And just like me glued to the screen when the mountain
bike guys is flying down his trail no bigger than a toothpick... the world will 
notice us when we risk ourselves for the greatest of causes – Christ 
glorified.  When we are persecuted but don't give up, they raise an eyebrow. 
When we lose luxuries in this world but don't quit, they stand up and put their
hand over their forehead.  And when we push harder and longer against all 
odds they stare at us like we are heroes riding bikes down mountains or 
jumping out of planes.  And yes, some of us may lose our lives but... thats 
the life of a light... because the brightest lights blow fuses.  When I go out I 
don't want to simply expire on the shelf, I want to blow the fuse box.  If you 
want to get noticed you gotta burn bright.  Shine So Bright That You Can't 
Be Ignored.  

Application
So how do we apply this?  Think about it.  We live in a selfie culture.  

A social media inundated society where everyone is fighting for their 15 



minutes of fame on the computer screen.   Me and my kids have a 
youtube channel called Brick Squad where we share our love of LEGO.  
We've done over 100 videos and have a following of 139 subscribers.  
But we've only put out 3 videos in the last year.  Why did we slow down?  
Because no matter how much we tried we couldn't grow.  

If you want to be noticed on youtube you have to have Hollywood 
grade production value.  You have to come up with the craziest 
gimmicks.  And you have to do a lot of give aways.  Thats what the world 
has to do to get noticed.But if we try that as Christians it will backfire.  
You see the world wants from Christians the exact opposite.  From us 
they want authenticity.  They want something real and not over produced.
They want real relationships and real community.  

And, so, how do we get noticed?  If we want to be noticed then we
must shine.  We must strike their sight by shining brighter than we ever 
have before.  So we discipline ourselves to be spiritually mature people 
who possess the best of qualities; positivity, unity, integrity, purity.  So we
selflessly serve in big ways and for the long haul.  We engage in 
relational outreach with big displays of love.  We open doors for 
conversations through giant acts of service.  We engage in conversation 
and form relationships.  And eventually we earn the right to share the 
Gospel.  And we risk it all for Christ.  When you do this... you will  Shine 
So Bright That You Can't Be Ignored.  

Conclusion 
A couple of years ago on the back woods trails of Eastern 

Tennessee, Austin Miller was riding his four wheeler when he wrecked 
and broke his legs and a couple of ribs.  His phone had no service, his 
family didn't know where he was, and he couldn't move.  For three days 
he lay out in the woods fearing that he would be eaten by a bear or starve
to death.  He did the only thing he could think of.  He had a strike lighter 
on the multi-tool that he kept on his belt and he used it to start a brush 
fire.  Using only his boot he was able to keep the fire at bay enough that 
he wasn't severely burned.  The fire ended up burning 20 acres and was 
seen for a couple of miles away.  Because of this, fire and rescue were 
alerted to his position and he was saved.  Austin knew that his life was on
the line and so he had to start a fire big enough to get noticed and be 
rescued. 

Friends, the lives of so many around us are on the line.  And, 
unless we can burn bright enough for our God to be noticed, they may 
not be rescued.  It's time for us to burn brighter! 


