
Mission Minded - Part 1
Missing The Boat On Missions
Jonah 1-2
Memory Verses: Matthew 28:19-20 

MANUSCRIPT

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
In Matthew 28:19-20 Jesus, right before he ascends, gives his 

disciples, and by proxy us, final marching orders.  He appoints us as 
believers to a very important mission.  “Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you.  And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”  Our mission is clear.  We are to go.  We are to reach people with 
the Gospel message of Christ so that they would be transformed and 
discipled.  We are to teach them all that Christ in his Word commands us 
to do, and we are to depend on the power of Christ in us to accomplish 
this mission.  

It's a simple mission in word... but in deed it can be a very difficult 
task.  So difficult in fact, very few “followers of Christ” actually pursue it.  
Instead we've kind of made our own mission.  Perhaps if we were to 
surmise our mission based on how most Christian's live their lives we 
would come up with something like this.  “Stay therefore and be 
comfortable in your homes.  Refrain from bad language and pray before 
your meals.  Try to be nice to everyone but if someone sins you should 
renounce that sin on social media.  Go to church when convenient and 
give some of your left over money to charity.”  That sounds like the 
mission of most so called “Christians,” doesn't it.  But this is not the 
mission Christ has given us.  Far from it.  And, the fact that the vast 
majority of us have rejected the real mission for this counterfeit one 
shows us just how far we've strayed from the great commission. 

Is it possible that most of us who confess Jesus as our Lord have 
actually given up on the mission to reach people with the Gospel?  
Maybe we see the great commission as something for only the most 
daring, and the most radical of us; missionaries.  Yeah, that's who it's for. 
Missionaries go.  Missionaries reach people with the Gospel and teach 
them about Jesus.  The great commission is for those who are “called” to 
missions... but not for us.  Right?   

Wrong.  If that's what you think, you couldn't be more wrong.  
Think about when Jesus first “called” the disciples to follow him.  What 
was his first command to them?  What was the first thing he told them 
was essential to follow him?  To become fishers of men.  The mission 
isn't for the select few super elite Christians.  The mission of reaching 

people with the Gospel is the most basic of operations for even the newest 
of recruits.  The great commission isn't a special mission for those who have
ascended to the greatest heights of our religion.  Rather, it's like learning 
your shapes or colors in kindergarten.  It is the most basic thing we are 
called to do.  To be a Christian is to accept the great commission as our 
most basic mission.  Rookie Christians are expected to be missionaries - to 
go and make disciples, and yet here we are where statistics show us that 90
percent of professing Christians in America have never shared their faith to 
a non-believer and only 1 percent of us have actually led someone to faith in
Christ.  Suffice it to say, we aren't mission minded.  In fact, I think it's safe to 
say that we've missed the boat on missions.   

And so, for the next month we are going to be looking at what it 
means to recommit to the mission of the great commission and learn what it 
means to be mission minded.  In order to truly adopt the great commission 
as our primary directive, we must have our minds transformed by the word, 
so we are going to be looking at the story of Jonah.  Jonah was called to go 
on a mission very similar to ours, but just like many of us, he didn't want to 
go.  He, like many of us, decided to make up his own mission and missed 
the boat.  So as we begin this series by looking at the first two chapters of 
Jonah this morning I want us to recognize this; Reclaiming The Great 
Commission Takes Repenting Of Grave Convenience.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing I want us consider this morning is this..  Perhaps 

We've Missed The Boat To Reaching The Lost & Taken The Boat Of 
Greatest Convenience (Jonah 1:1-3).   Let's look together at Jonah 1:1-3.  
We see here that Jonah was called to go to a city called Nineveh.   Nineveh 
was the capital of the Assyrian empire which tells us a few things about their
culture.  They were pagan's who worshipped a pantheon of false gods like 
Ishtar the goddess of love and Nabu the god of wisdom, but because of their
close proximity to Israel, they no doubt knew of their God as well.  We also 
learn that it was a very large city which took about three days to walk 
through.  Something like the size of New York City.  And, it was an evil city, 
full of all kinds of wickedness, much like Sodom and Gomorrah of Abraham's
day. 

Jonah was called to go and “call out against” the city, which means a 
call to repentance.  The call would consist of a reminder that the Hebrew 
God was the only real God, and a pronouncement of their sins which 
obviously included idolatry.  It would also include a promise of God's coming 
judgement and a plea to repent and turn from their sins for salvation.

But, Jonah rejected this mission to go and reach the evil, lost people 
of Nineveh.  This prophet, this man of God, the spiritual leader of his people 
could not be obedient to God to do this one thing.  Why?  Why was it so 
hard for Jonah to share the message of God with the Assyrians?  Well, there



is a couple of reasons.  First, the call to reach the Ninevites was way out 
of his comfort zone.  2 Kings 14:25 tells us that Jonah was a prophet to 
the Israelites and to King Jeroboam.  According to this passage he was 
worried about the border of Israel being secured.  He was concerned for 
the safety of his own country and his own people... not the people of a 
foreign land.  They had their own language and culture and to go minister
to them would be inconvenient and uncomfortable.  Secondly, the call to 
reach the Ninevites would be a risky one.  The Assyrians were enemies 
and rivals of the Hebrews, and I'm sure that Jonah realized that they 
could've killed him or harmed him in some way, especially with the 
message he was bringing.  Why would he give his life for these people? 
And thirdly, he clearly lacked a compassion for the people he'd been 
called to reach.  Jonah 4:1-4 tells us that Jonah had deemed the 
Assyrians unworthy of God's mercy.  In fact, he wanted God to destroy 
them for their evil.  

So instead of going to Nineveh he flee's God's calling and takes a 
boat to Tarshish.  You can see on this map Nineveh and Tarshish are in 
opposite directions.  In fact Tarshish is as far in the opposite direction as 
he could go.  Why Tarshish?  Because he knows he's sinning.  Not only 
was he running from his calling, he was trying to flee God's presence.  
He's ashamed of his actions and cannot go back home so he decides to 
take an unauthorized absence and go on vacation to a place of comfort, a
place where no one will know what he's done or try to keep him 
accountable. 

The point is this... we are like Jonah. God has called us to reach 
the lost of the world who have rejected him.  To bring salvation to those 
who stand in his judgement.  But we've neglected this calling... we've ran 
from this calling.  Why have we abdicated our responsibility to share the 
Gospel?  Because it's uncomfortable, because it's risky, because we lack
compassion for them and perhaps, God forbid, because we don't believe 
they are as worthy of God's mercy as we are.  Think about it, is it possible
that deep inside our souls we refuse to share the Gospel because we 
want the lost to go to hell?  Or, have we forgotten that, according to 2 
Thess. 1:9, those who don't accept Christ will suffer in hell.  You say, of 
course not, I would never want anyone to go to hell.  Then why in the 
world would you choose to not tell them how to escape it?  You must 
really hate someone to not share the Gospel with them. 

You see.... When we reject the call to reach the lost we're just like
Jonah fleeing the presence of God.  We have chosen convenience and 
comfort over obedience to God and the great commission.  We've 
determined that it's better to be comfortable then to engage in 
uncomfortable discipleship.  We believe that it's better to be safe then to 
risk our lives for the lives of others.  We've convinced ourselves that as 
long as we're saved thats all that matters, they can figure it out on their 

own.  But, if we are willing to reject the lost and flee God's presence to do 
so... are we really saved in the first place? You see this convenience that we
run to in order to flee the mission of reaching the lost is a grave 
convenience... its a false comfort... it's deadly.  It's a mirage oasis in the 
middle of a desert where instead of drinking fresh water we are stuffing our 
face with sand... in the end we will die of thirst.   Reclaiming The Great 
Commission Takes Repenting Of Grave Convenience.  

The second thing we must consider today is that if we've ran from the
mission to reach people then... Perhaps We've Displeased Our God And 
Grieved His Spirit (Jonah 1:4-17)  Starting in verse 4 the Lord creates a 
storm to get Jonah's attention, but Jonah is too comfortable sleeping to even
notice it.  The men on the boat wake Jonah up in a panic because they 
believe that they are all going to die.  It's obvious that Jonah's sin has 
effected more people then just himself.  So the men cast lots and realize it's 
Jonah's fault.  At this point Jonah confesses his sin.  Look at Jonah 1:8-10.  
As a last resort they throw him overboard into the ocean and then, as we all 
know, the Lord sends a great fish to swallow Jonah for 3 days and nights.  
Jonah's situation went from a storm in a boat, to being thrown overboard into
the rushing waves, to being eaten by a fish.  His situation went from bad to 
worse.

Jonah's story has obvious application.  When we run from God's call 
we miss his presence.  Ephesians 4:29-31 tells us that our sin grieves the 
Holy Spirit.  1 Thessalonians 5:12-19 tells us that our neglect of spiritual 
disciplines quenches the Spirit.  James 4:8 tells us that when we draw near 
to God he will draw near to us, meaning that if we don't draw near to God he
won't draw near to us.  All this points to a clear spiritual truth... if we try to 
flee God's presence, he will allow us to.  Where there is sin, or neglect of 
spiritual discipline, or a fleeing of God's calling, there is a lack of the 
manifest presence of God. So, it stands to reason that... we can expect a 
lack of God's presence and spiritual blessings when we lack evangelism.  
And just like Jonah's situation, we can expect the lack of God's presence to 
increase in severity the more we move away from the mission.  And 
perhaps, just like with Jonah asleep on the boat, the more comfortable we 
become the less we notice the lack of God's presence.  It's a scary thought, 
but it is possible to be so comfortable with our neglect of mission that 
we've not noticed the presence of God missing.  But don't worry, God 
won't let you or his church go too long without obeying the call or being in his
presence.  He will do something to get our attention... I just hope it's not a 
giant fish. Reclaiming The Great Commission Takes Repenting Of Grave
Convenience

Application
So what must we do?  Like Jonah...   We Must Repent In Prayer & 



Reach People For Christ (Jonah 2).  Look at Jonah 2:1, Jonah prayed.  
And what did he pray?  Let's read Jonah 2:1-10 together.  This morning I 
want us to finish by praying the same prayer of repentance that Jonah 
prayed.  First we must call out to the Lord vs1.  Then we must confess 
our current situation, we have been driven away from your presence  vs4.
We've neglected to reach the lost as we've been instructed.  We've 
stayed in our comfort zone rather than do the hard work of sharing the 
Gospel.  And now we must ask, do we have the presence of God on us 
here at Stone Creek Church? Where are the seekers, where are the 
conversions, where is the transformation, where is the momentum?  
Perhaps our life is fainting vs7.  So we must remember the Lord vs7.  We
must remember our mission and our calling.  We must remember why we
are here.  And we must thank the Lord vs9.  For his grace and mercy on 
us even though we don't deserve it.  For saving our church and giving us 
a new start.  For saving us as believers and for preserving our lives.  And 
in repentance we must sacrifice our lives to him and recommit to pay 
what we have vowed... to be fishers of men vs9.   We ask for forgiveness 
of our neglect of the call, and we recommit to the great commission.  And 
we have faith in our calling because we trust that God will bring salvation 
because salvation belongs to the Lord vs9.  Amen

Conclusion 
In conclusion, the Lord heard Jonah's prayer and gave him a 

second chance vs10.   He went to Nineveh and recommitted to the 
mission to reach people with the Gospel.  Jonah realized that his life 
amounted to mere fish food without pursuing the mission of God, and we 
also need to realize this.   It's simple, our lives are forfeit if we don't live 
for leading others to Christ .  I hope today you will recommit to the great 
commission and to reaching the lost with the Gospel.  I pray that you 
would abandon convenience for the mission.  The presence of God on 
your life and on our church depends on it.  Reclaiming The Great 
Commission Takes Repenting Of Grave Convenience


