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Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
Last week we began a series where we set out to answer this 

question; what's the deal at Stone Creek Church?  What are we all about,
what do we believe, what is our vision, and how are we going to 
accomplish it.  And so, last week we began by looking at our vision 
statement.  

God's vision for the church is simple; make disciples of all people, 
everywhere, by means of worshipping together as a unified body of 
believers.  Thus our vision statement says; depending on Christ we will 
reach our world with the Gospel to see lives completely transformed.  In
order to accomplish this vision we hold fast to six core values; it doesn't 
mean that we don't value things outside of these six, but these six define 
our focus as a church as they stem from our vision.  We depend on Christ
through a reliance on the word, consistent prayer, and authentic 
worship.  We reach our world through relational outreach and 
strategic missions.  And we hope to see people's lives completely 
transformed through intentional discipleship.  

As we look at our vision statement and our core values you will 
notice that there are three main tenets we adhere to.  Depending, 
Reaching, and Transformation.  During our time in this series we will walk
through each of our core values as we go from one tenet to the next.  So 
today we will be talking about how we Depend on Christ through a 
reliance on the Word, and how this reveals itself at Stone Creek Church 
through Biblical Teaching & Preaching.  

But before we get into the main issue of the importance of the 
Word of God and how everything we do here stems from it, I wanted to 
briefly talk to you about a dependence on Christ.  A couple of months ago
my family went to Orlando and went to a small amusement park called 
Fun Spot.  Fun Spot is the poor man's Disney World.  It's not much more 
than a glorified county fair, but they did have a few roller coasters, and 
because these roller coasters were a bit smaller they ended up being the 
perfect first roller coaster experience for my kids.  I know you are not 
supposed to do this... but I actually filmed my first roller coaster 
experience with them... here's the footage.  

I don't know if you could see it in the video but on every roller 
coaster you have to have a safety harness tightly latched to keep you 
secure on the ride.  Sometimes it's just a bar over your legs, sometimes 

its a full harness that goes over your chest.  As Hudson and Landon were 
debating getting on their first roller coaster they were concerned about falling
out and I assured them that this heavy duty harness would lock them in and 
there was no way they could fall out.  They would need to depend on the 
harness to keep them safe and secure so they could enjoy the ride.  

In the same way we depend upon Christ for eternal security and 
abundant life, that we might not just make it through this life, but that we 
would also enjoy the ride.  Without Christ holding us, we will not make it!  
Romans 8:38-39 says that if we are in Christ nothing can separate us from 
his love.  Deuteronomy 33:12 says that those the Lord loves dwell in safety 
and is surrounded by him all day long as he wraps himself around our 
shoulders.  Isn't that interesting.  Jesus is our harness which keep us secure
in Him on the roller coaster of life.  

But we are talking about spiritual things, right?  We can't just put on 
the harness of Jesus like we put on a roller coaster harness can we?  So we
must find ways to make a spiritual matter a physical reality.  How do we 
physically depend on Christ for our spiritual security?  The first way is our 
first core value; we rely on the Word of God.  We depend on Christ by a 
reliance on His Word.  

So, what does relying on the Word of God entail?  Well, I'm glad you 
asked.  There are a few things here that are elementary; review for the 
seasoned believer.  And you know what I'm going to say, don't you?  We 
rely on the Word of God by.... wait for it... reading it!  Who knew!  We 
depend on Christ by relying on the Word, we rely on the Word by reading 
the Word.  

I don't know why I have to expend so much energy in my sermons, 
weekly devotionals, small group gatherings, etc... to get God's people to 
read God's word.  I mean this should be a gimme.  And yet, we struggle to 
read God's Word like it's some kind of meaningless pamphlet that someone 
might put on your car at the grocery store.  Like it's some kind of needless 
chore or homework that if we don't accomplish has no bearing on how we 
live life.  And we couldn't be further from the truth.  

We read the word of God and it changes our lives!  We read it, and 
then we meditate on what we've just read.  We meditate on it and allow it to 
change our actions and beliefs as we obey it's commands and precepts.  In 
obeying its commands and precepts we walk out of the darkness of our sins 
and the wickedness of our thoughts into the marvelous light of the goodness
of Jesus Christ.  The Word breaks bonds.  The Word gives us answers to 
the world's toughest questions.  The Word gives freedom.  The Word is the 
living, breathing, words of a Holy and unknowable God.  It's not just a book...
it is the book!  This is The Book of Life!  That's why it's called the Holy Bible! 
Check out this video about why we should read the Bible! 

Your job is to read it... everyday, every morning, every night, 
sometimes during lunch, when you need encouragement, when you need an



answer, with your wife, with your husband, with your kids.  Just like those 
who we read about last week in Acts 2, you are to be personally devoted 
the teaching of the Apostles in the Word of God.  

But your job as it pertains to the Bible and the church's job is a 
little different.  We can encourage you to read it, express the importance 
of reading it, but we can't make you read it!  Our job is very much like the 
most used cliché of all time; you can lead a horse to water, but you can't 
make it drink.  Listen, you can be assured, as long as I'm your pastor, we 
will do everything in our power to help you read the Word.  We will give 
you yearly reading plans, we will provide small groups and D-groups for 
you to study the word together, we will point you towards apps like You 
Version and Verses  where you can read the Bible and memorize it.  But 
as a church, our biggest responsibility as it pertains to helping you rely on
the Word of God is... Biblical Teaching and Preaching!  

When we come together as a body in fellowship, worship, and 
discipleship we must be guided, not by the whims of men or the ideals of 
the collective, but by Christ.  We do not follow our own inclinations or find 
inspiration from within ourselves.  The way of men leads to death, the 
heart is deceitful, who can trust it?  But, our God is trustworthy and his 
Word is trustworthy, therefore we will be led by one standard of truth, the 
Bible.  We have a motto for each one of our core values.  In relying on 
the Word we say this; the Bible is our standard, not a suggestion.  It 
simply means, for us at Stone Creek Church there is no greater standard 
of truth by which we must adhere than the Bible.  It is a standard to be 
obeyed not a collection of suggestions to consider.  Men's ideas can be 
adhered to or dismissed and we can agree to disagree.  When it comes 
to the Bible, we believe that it is the inerrant, infallible, inspired Word of 
God and therefore we have no room to disagree with it.  When we come 
before this standard, our response must be either complete compliance 
or sinful rebellion. 

And that means we must preach it regardless if it is popular or not.
Look with me if you would at 2 Timothy 4:2-4.  The point here is simple; 
the standard of biblical preaching and teaching means this... we must 
preach the whole bible whether its popular or not. 

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
So let's first look at what it looks like to preach the entire Bible 

when it's popular; when it's in season.  We Must Preach The Word of 
God When It Encourages.   Again, in verse 2, we see that we are to 
preach the Word in season which means when it is accepted and when it 
exhorts.  The word here “exhort” means to strongly encourage.  Who 
doesn't like encouragement?  Who doesn't like being built up?  And the 
Bible is filled with all kinds of encouragement.  The Bible has a lot to say 
that can encourage us and lift us up.  Just listen to some of these verses 

which may be familiar to some of us this morning.  John 16:33 tells us to 
take heart for God has overcome the world.  Romans 8:28 tells us that God 
works all things together for good.  Joshua 1:9 encourages us to be strong &
courageous, for the lord is with you wherever you go.  Proverbs 3:5-6 says 
to trust in the Lord with all your heart and he will make your paths straight.  
Isaiah 41:13 tells us that God holds your hand.  Philippians 4:13 says, “I can 
do all things through Christ who gives us strength.  Deuteronomy 4:7 asks, 
“for what nation has a God so near to it as our God.  And then we come to 
one of the most encouraging Psalms, and there are a lot of them, in Psalm 
121.  

Isn't that awesome?  The bible is clearly the most encouraging book 
of all time.  It gives us hope beyond our struggles, it gives us faith beyond 
our understanding, it gives us peace in the midst of the storm, it gives us 
grace and mercy when we mess up, and it gives us forgiveness when we 
don't deserve it.  But that's just the tip of the iceberg.  The two main ways 
the Bible encourages us is in how it teaches us to be the church and in how 
it teaches us the love and salvation of Jesus.  The church exists to 
encourage the body of Christ.  So, if we didn't have the church we would 
have a severe encouragement deficiency.  Mark this down... One of the 
greatest ways the Bible encourages us is by teaching us how to encourage
one another.  We are given to each other to encourage one another.  At 
Stone Creek Church, I'm here for you and you are here for me and we are 
all here for each other.  

But let's be honest, the most encouraging thing in the Bible is the 
love and salvation of Jesus Christ.  In reading, studying, and hearing the 
word of God taught and preached, we learn of the Gospel.  Christ lived a 
perfect life, died the death we deserved, and rose again so that we could be 
saved our sin and spared from hell.  Truly, there is no greater 
encouragement than knowing that our sins have been paid for by Jesus.  
We have a mandate to preach the Word of God to encourage people.  We 
must preach the whole bible whether its popular or not.

Now let's look at what it looks like to preach the entire Bible when it's 
not popular; when it's not in season.  We Must Preach The Word of God 
When It Challenges.  Once again in verse 2 it says that we must preach the
Word out of season, which means when it isn't accepted or popular; when it 
hurts, when it challenges.  The verse says when it rebukes and reproves... 
when it tells us that we are out of God's will.  Verse 3 tells us that this type of
preaching can become hard to endure.  

We are in one of these seasons.  Right now it is very hard to preach 
some of the truths of the Bible without triggering or offending a certain group
of people.  Why?  Because the Bible speaks against their sinful lifestyles.  It 
is never easy to hear that the way we are living, especially if it has become a
lifestyle or a habit, is sinful.  When we tell people the truth of their sin we can



be shunned, rejected, and even persecuted.  In some countries, speaking
the truth can get you beaten or killed.  So, it would be very easy to simply
teach the things which people want to hear and won't get us in trouble 
with the status quo.  We can ignore these teachings, we can change 
these teachings, or we can preach these teachings unapologetically 
come what may.  

If we choose to not teach the truth or teach something other than 
the truth people will wander into myth (vs4).  We must understand; 
spiritual life and spiritual death hang in the balance.  You can tell people 
the truth and be challenged to change or you can tell them a lie and make
them happy here on earth while condemning them to hell.  It might be 
easier to tell people what they want to hear, but if we do we may be 
leading them astray.  Which is more important?  Telling the truth or 
sparing someone's feelings?  The truth of God's word is the only thing 
that can change people to be who God wants them to be.  John 17:17 
says that when we preach the Bible we sanctify them in the Word which 
is truth.  We must preach the whole bible whether its popular or not.  

Application 
What's the deal at Stone Creek?  Here at Stone Creek Church we 

teach we teach the whole Bible.  In our small groups we teach Biblical 
curriculum.  In our D-groups the Bible is the curriculum.  In SC Kids we 
actually teach through the entire Bible in a curriculum put out by Lifeway 
called The Bible Project.  If there is an any event, any program, it is all 
done through the lens of Biblical truth.  

And, when we preach we preach the whole Bible.  How do we 
assure this?  You could say, how do we know you are preaching the 
whole Bible?  Well, more than 50% of the year we preach through entire 
books of the Bible.  This year alone we've already spent 16 weeks in the 
book of James and 6 weeks in Judges.  When we preach through books 
of the Bible we preach exegetically, meaning we preach with a critical 
interpretation of the text.  We do not preach what we want it to say, we 
preach what the original authors meant it to say.  We preach what God 
wants it to say.  And when we don't preach through a book of the Bible, 
when we preach topically, we do it exegetically in a text or expository 
finding a true explanation of the topic using the whole counsel of 
scripture.  We don't pick and choose verses void of other verses which 
define the issues.  We don't preach out of context.  We either preach 
exegetically or we preach topigetically.  Regardless, we preach the whole
Bible. We will never shy away from hard to preach topics but we will 
always deal with them delicately with love, and as verse 2 says, patience.

Conclusion
But lastly, the greatest reason we must preach the Word whether 

popular or not is because Jesus is the Word.  Look at John 1:1,14.  Jesus is 
the Word, the Word is Jesus.  The Word of God is the Bible.  The Bible is 
Jesus on paper.  If you've been saved by Jesus, if you want to serve Jesus, 
you must preach Jesus; the Word!  

Listen, we can choose to preach the truth of the word or we can 
choose to preach something easier to swallow.  But think of the 
consequences of preaching what itching ears want to hear; leading people 
to hell, and defaming Christ.  When we choose not to preach the whole word
we water down the words of Jesus and the Gospel.  We make the Word a 
joke!  So, young and old... no matter your age... preach the whole word of 
God.  We must preach the whole bible whether its popular or not


