
What's The Deal At Stone Creek Church Part 4
Christ Focused Ordinances
1 Corinthians 11:23-30, Romans 6:3-5
Memory Verses: Jeremiah 29:13

MANUSCRIPTEMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)

If you know our vision statement please say it with me;  
depending on Christ we will reach our world with the Gospel to see lives
completely transformed.  Within this vision we find six core values which
help us to determine how to depend, reach, and be transformed;   a 
reliance on the word, authentic worship, consistent prayer, relational 
outreach, strategic missions, and intentional discipleship.  

Last week we looked at the core value of authentic worship and 
how we as individual believers live out lives of worship as living sacrifices
set apart and following God's will.  Yes, authentic worship describes how 
we worship on Sunday mornings; we don't do a light show, we don't do a 
fog machine, we aren't trying to have a rock concert followed by a 
motivational speaker, but more so, authentic worship describes how we 
worship Monday through Saturday.  As Galatians 2:20 says; we've been 
crucified with Christ and now we no longer live but Christ lives in us and 
the lives we live, we live in accordance with Jesus' will and way!  In a 
large part, worship is the degree to which you are willing to be dead to 
the old way and alive to Christ's way!   What's the deal at Stone Creek 
Church?  It's authentic worship.  It's living lives of joyful obedience 
instead of reluctant observance.   

But, as we discussed last week, there are many different ways we
can praise God as we obey him in worship.  We can sing, we can raise 
our hands, we can pray on our knees, we can dance, we can shout, we 
can give, we can serve, we can meditate and memorize the Word... these
are all ways we should incorporate into any church worship service.  But, 
this morning I want to talk to you about to very special and specific ways 
of worshipping God that we do here at Stone Creek Church.  We call 
these two ways of worship ordinances or sacraments.  They are 
ordinances because they have been ordained by Christ as a means for 
us to uniquely focus on Him.  

Some people may even refer to them as the Holy Ordinances 
because they are set apart!  Remember, last week we learned that Holy 
means set apart.  These two ordinances help set us apart from the world.
How do they help set us apart you ask?  Well, for one they are a little 
weird.  The world has no concept or context for either of them.  Secondly,
they are symbolic.  They represent certain aspects of the work of Christ.  

Third, they are occasional.  Where as we should read the Bible, pray, sing, 
and praise God at any time anywhere, these two are set apart for the 
believer or the church at specific times.

For example, why do we celebrate birthdays?  To focus on the 
people in our lives that we love right?  But don't you love them all the time?  
Of course you do.  But birthdays are a specific occasional time, set apart 
from the other times, to uniquely focus on those people.  At my house when 
there is a birthday we go around the table and share what that person 
means to us.  We point out their qualities and attributes that bring us joy.  It's
a time of deliberate focus on them.  

Well, these two ordinances are like that... a specific, unique, set apart
time to for us to deliberately focus our attention on Christ in a fresh way. 
Jeremiah 29:13 tells us that we will seek Christ and find him, when we see 
him with all of our heart.  In these two ways we seek him, we focus all of our 
attention on him. 

The early Protestant Reformers used to say that the ordinances were
visible words of the Gospel.  We can both hear the Gospel preached with 
audible words and we can also see the Gospel displayed with visible words 
through these two ordinances.  Jesus himself has told us that he wants us to
focus on him in this way! 

If you are still trying to figure out what these two ordinances are, 
even though our set up this morning should be a dead give away, they are 
Communion and Baptism.  This morning we are gathered together as the 
church to worship God in the word, song, giving, and everything else we've 
done... but this morning is even more special because we get to focus on 
Christ in these two ordinances... which mean the world to us as believers.  

So, my goal this morning is to adequately inform you as to why these
two ordinances exist and why they are so special to us this morning.  Why 
has Jesus given us these two special occasions to focus on him?  The short 
version is this....    the ordinances of the church are opportunities to 
focus on Christ.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)

The first ordinance that helps us focus on Christ is Communion.   
Communion Helps Us Remember The Work of Christ For Us.  We are 
first introduced to Communion at the Last Supper.  Jesus and His disciples 
gather together to eat the Passover Meal in the upper room. The passover 
meal is an important celebration for the Jewish people.  It is when they  
remember God's grace in passing over the Israelites while the first born of 
the Egyptians were killed by the death angel.  It is also a time of 
remembering how God delivered them from the slavery of Egypt.  

But, little did the disciples know that this passover meal was one in 
celebration of a greater passover.  The passover of sin and death for  all 



time through the blood of Christ.  Let's read the account in Matthew 
26:26-30.  Here we see the elements.  I'm going to ask our elders to go 
ahead and pass out the elements.  As they are passing out the elements,
I want you to notice that Jesus tells us that the bread represents His body
which would be beaten and killed for us.  I want you to go ahead and take
out that piece of bread there and hold it in your hand.  As you hold it in 
your hand I want you to imagine the flesh of Jesus being pierced.  I want 
you to see the rips in his back from the cat of nine tails.  I want you to see
the crown of thorns thrust upon his head.  I want you to see the nails 
piercing his hands and his feet.  I want you to see the spear piercing his 
side.  Isaiah 53:4-5 tells us that it was for us that he was pierced.  That is 
what this bread represents. 

Now I want you to notice the cup which Jesus tells us represents 
his blood poured out for us.  I want you to hold the cup in your hand.  I 
want you swish it around in the cup as you look at it.  I want you to see 
his blood from his head, from his hands, from his back, and from his feet. 
But there was no blood from his side.  John 19:34 tells us that when they 
pierced him with the spear that only water came out.  That means that 
there was no blood left in him.  Jesus Christ did not die until he had shed 
all 6 liters of his blood for me and you.   Ephesians 1:7 tells us that in Him
we have redemption through his blood! That is what this cup represents.  

When we eat this bread and drink from this cup we focus on the 
death of Jesus Christ for us.  It is the single greatest act of all time.  
Through this act of sacrificial death the sins of mankind were paid in full.  
We could not be saved without the body and blood of Jesus broken and 
poured out for us.  

Some time later we see that the Apostle Paul implements the 
Lord's Supper in the church.  Look with me at 1 Corinthians 11:23-30.  
According to Paul communion has four major aspects for us as a church. 
I like the way Pastor Matthew McCraw from Bartow, Florida puts it.  In 
communion we take a past look at Christ's crucifixion, a present look at 
Christ's covenant, a future look at Christ's coming, and an inward look at
our conscience.  So, in communion we take a past look at Christ's 
crucifixion, which we just did.  But also in communion we take a present 
look at Christ's covenant.  Jesus said this is the new covenant.  In the old 
covenants there was a measure of either living up to God's law or atoning
for sin through sacrifices... Jesus is now saying that he has paid the final 
price by becoming the final sacrifice once and for all... all we have to do is
believe and repent.  

Also, in communion we take a future look at Christ's coming.  We 
are to proclaim the Gospel of Christ until he comes again.  As we saw in 
Mt 26:29 Jesus is waiting to take communion with us in Heaven.  The 
point being... we shouldn't take communion without a focus on the fact 
that we live in a temporal world and one day will be with Jesus face to 

face where at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb we will share the Lord's 
supper... with the Lord.  

Lastly, in communion we take an inward look at our conscience.  We 
are not to take communion unworthily.  This means two things.  Communion 
is only for believers and we must take it seriously with reverence.  We are 
warned not to take communion if we have unrepentant sin in our lives.  
Therefore we must examine ourselves and confess & repent of our sins 
before we take it.  Communion is a time of reflection on our own sinful 
condition and our need to continuously cleanse ourselves from sinful things. 

When we remember the past crucifixion, the present covenant, the 
future coming, and the inward conscience we remember the work of Christ 
done for us.  It is true... the ordinances of the church are opportunities to
focus on Christ.     So for the next few minutes we are going to ask you to 
take a moment to confess any sin you may be clinging to and repent of it.  
Then, I'm going to ask for prayer for the bread and then you can eat, but as 
you eat it, do it in remembrance of His broken body.  Then, I'm going to ask 
for prayer for the cup and then you can drink it, but as you drink it, do so in 
remembrance of his blood poured out.  

The second ordinance that helps us focus on Christ is Baptism.  
Baptism Helps us Profess The Work of Christ In Us.  Baptism is a picture
of the work of Christ in the life of a believer.  Look with me at Romans 6:3-5. 
As you can see, there's a lot to Baptism.  I don't have the time to walk your 
through the many passages on Baptism, but I do want to give you a brief 
explanation as to why you should consider it.  There are 5 things here.  

First, baptism is following in Jesus' footsteps.  When you are 
baptized you are walking in obedience to do what Jesus did.  Jesus was 
baptized as an example of what we should do and so we get baptized in 
obedience to Christ's example.  

Secondly, baptism is the beginning of one's priestly ministry.  Again, 
we don't have the time to look at it all, but the entire book of Hebrews is 
used to explain the High Priestly ministry of Jesus.  The short of it is that if 
Jesus was not the High Priest, he could not have offered up the atoning 
sacrifice.  In order for one to take on the role of the High Priest they would 
have to be ceremonial cleansed with water... and this is why Jesus was 
baptized.  He had to fulfill scripture in becoming the High Priest and be 
ceremonial cleansed with water!  This is why the Holy Spirit descended on 
him and why the Father said in him he was well pleased. In 1 Peter 2:9 we 
are called a royal priesthood as believers in the church.  We are given the 
ministry of proclaiming the greatness of Jesus to the world.  So, if you put all
of this together it is clear that Baptism signifies the beginning of our ministry.
At the point of baptism you are answering the call to go and fulfill the mission
of Christ as a minister of the Gospel.

Thirdly, baptism is a symbolic picture of what Christ has done in us 



through salvation.  He has cleansed and washed us pure and sinless in 
the same way water cleanses from germs and dirt.  He has killed and 
buried our sins in him through his death on the cross and burial in the 
tomb.  And, he has risen us up to new life in him through his resurrection.
It is clear that baptism is a physical picture of a spiritual reality.  

Fourth, baptism is a profession of our faith.  Baptism does not 
save.  Hopefully you get that by now.  Only faith in Christ saves.  But,  
baptism is a way of telling others that we have been saved.  Baptism 
always follows salvation for a reason.  We cannot physically show people
we have been saved... but we can symbolically tell them that we have 
been saved.  Look with me at Romans 1:16, & Mark 8:38 .  We must not 
be ashamed of the Gospel.  Those who are truly saved and aren't 
ashamed to show it, show it through baptism.  

Lastly, baptism is a sign of covenant with a local church.  Look at 1
Corinthians 12:13 which tells us that in one spirit we were all baptized 
into one body, the church.  It's simple, baptism shows that you are one of 
us.  You are part of the universal body of Christ, but you are also a part of
the local church where you were baptized.  Now of course some of you 
were baptized elsewhere and thats fine, but when you get baptized at 
Stone Creek, we see that as the next step towards being a Covenant 
Partner with us.  In fact, you can't be a covenant partner of Stone Creek 
Church unless you have been baptized because we believe that believers
baptism if what aligns you with the church.  

Application 

So get this... All of the aspects of baptism; being obedient, 
beginning ministry, participating in the symbolic gesture, professing 
your faith, and partnering with the church shines light on the work of 
Christ in you!  The ordinances of the church are opportunities to 
focus on Christ.  So this morning we have a few who are going to be 
baptized, and as they are getting ready we are going to watch their 
baptism testimonies.  

Conclusion 
If you couldn't participate in communion today because of sin in 

your life or because you aren't a believer and you feel that Christ is 
calling you to himself please come and speak with me or one of our 
Elders.  

If you know that you are saved but you have never followed Christ
in believers baptism like these have this morning then we would 
encourage you to let us know that you would like to be baptized at our 
next baptism.


