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MANUSCRIPT

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle) 
Have you ever wondered; what's the deal at Stone Creek Church?

Have you ever wondered what we're all about?  Well good, you are in the
right place.  We are in a series where we are attempting to answer that 
very question.  What's the deal at Stone Creek Church?  

Well, we start with our vision and our core values.  Our vision is 
this...  Depending on Christ we will reach our world with the Gospel to 
see lives completely transformed.  From that we find six core values; we
depend on Christ through a reliance on the word, authentic worship, and 
consistent prayer.  We will reach our world with the Gospel through 
relational outreach, and strategic missions.  And we hope to see lives 
completely transformed through intentional discipleship.  

Last week, if you remember, we talked about our fourth core 
value.  We will reach our world with the Gospel through relational 
outreach.  We will not reach our community by casually telling them about
Jesus or merely inviting them to church.  Those are easy short-cuts that 
produce very little fruit.  It takes a much larger commitment on our part.  
Rather, we must serve them and begin a relationship with them.  We 
must give a care and we must be there!  Through relationship we must 
earn the right to insert spiritual conversation into their lives and then 
share our faith with them.  Only through relationship will the lost be 
receptive to the mysteries of Gospel.  This is the biblical model that Jesus
showed to his disciples.  This is the biblical model of the early church.  
And, this is the only way we will see true conversions in our culture.

That is why, here at Stone Creek, we have asked you to commit 
to four things as it pertains to relational outreach.  One, praying and 
caring consistently for our neighbors through Bless Every Home, two, 
serving our community through care portal, three, having an all hands on 
deck approach to outreach events like our upcoming Trunk or Treat, and, 
four, a personal dedication to Each One Reach One.  If every one of us 
would commit to these four things we will see people saved, baptized, 
and discipled here at Stone Creek Church.  This isn't just come and see...
each and every one of us must go and tell! 

But reaching our community is only half of the battle.  When it 
comes to our responsibility of seeing people reached with the Gospel we 
must reach them in our “Jerusalem”, and we must reach them “to the 
ends of the earth.”  Look at Acts 13:47; God has made us a light to the 

lost so that we would bring salvation to the ends of the earth.  Think about 
that for a second.  Every believer in Jesus Christ has an obligation to be a 
part of global evangelism.  When you look at a world map, or a globe, you 
shouldn't just see countries on a map... you should see people who need 
Christ.  Every church, including Stone Creek Church, must have a foreign 
missions strategy.  

The way most churches do this is through missions giving.  They 
take up offerings, or they contribute a portion of their budget, or both, in 
order to help fund missions work all over the world.  And this is a good thing.
If we can't go, we must send.  

But, the problem with most churches is that this is all they do.  I know
for a fact, having been a part of many churches through the years, and 
having researched this topic in great detail, that most churches do missions 
like this.  First, a team or a point person will gather all of the missionary 
support letters they have received for the year and then, with very little 
vetting, they will determine which ones they will add to their yearly missions 
budget.  Depending on how many missionaries they already support, they 
will commit a yearly amount to send to them; usually no more than a couple 
hundred dollars a year.   They will then put their support card or picture on 
the wall, adding them to their collection.  Most people in the church will not 
know that this has happened, know who these people are, or ever have any 
meaningful interaction with them.  All they will know is that we used to 
support this many missionaries and now we support this many!  Of course 
everyone will feel good that they are at least doing something.  

David Platt tells a story of going to a church one time to preach about
being involved in global missions.  As he was talking to one of the deacons 
of that church the deacon commented, “we are so glad that you are helping 
missionaries go to those people so we don't have to go.  We will gladly give 
whatever it takes so that we don't have to go.”  That's sad; it's tragic, but I 
have a feeling that's the way most churches approach this topic.  They are 
glad to give some money so that others can do missions work, as long as 
they don't have to get involved!  

If that is our attitude this morning, then we must repent.  On a large 
scale, Global Missions has taken a back seat to every other ministry in the 
church. It has become that ministry in the corner that we'd rather not deal 
with. But it is a big deal, and we are called to deal with it... so we need to be 
reawakened to the need.  There's a song I used to sing that had this line in 
it; “break our hearts for what breaks yours.”  Listen, Jesus' heart is broken 
for the vast lostness around the world.  If we are Christians, it should break 
our hearts too!  Simply sending some money is not what Jesus had in mind 
when he said Go into all the world and make disciples!  He wants us to have
a personal stake in the game.  He wants us to be deeply invested, broken 
even, for global evangelism and global discipleship to the point that our 
minds are on it regularly.  That is why, here at Stone Creek, we value 



strategic missions.  We believe that reaching the world will take more 
than simply writing a check.  If we are to reach our world with the 
Gospel our involvement cannot be casual, it must be intimate, and it must
be strategic.  

Look with me if you would at our main passage this morning, 
Revelation 5:1-10.  Here we see the lost in need of a savior.  Here we 
see a savior broken for the lost in every nation.  And here we see our 
need to be involved in the global mission of Christ.   This morning we 
need to realize that... the unreached world won't be saved until the 
saved are broken for the unreached.

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)

The first thing we need to know is that... Strategic Missions 
Takes Weeping For The Lost.  Look again at verses 1-4.  The scroll 
here is interesting.  Many have theories as to what's written on it, but 
none can say for certain.  All we know for sure is that it clearly represents
God's judgement upon those who have sinned against him.  Because of 
this, John wept loudly.  He was distraught, and he was broken hearted for
those still under the penalty of sin – the lost!  We know that  Romans 3:23 
tells us that all of us have sinned and fallen short of God's standard.  Me, 
you, everyone in the entire world, right?  And according to Romans 6:23 
that judgement and that punishment means physical and spiritual death; 
an eternity in a place known as hell.  John was utterly broken over the 
prospect of the lost suffering God's wrath in Hell!  

Why don't we weep over this?  Why are our hearts not broken 
over this prospect?  Two reasons.  One, we don't weep for the lost 
because we can't fathom jus how many people are actually lost.  Here's a
hint; it's a lot.  Matthew 7:13 reminds us that wide is the gate which leads 
to hell and many enter into it.  How many?  One person has done the 
math and says that “if 88 Jumbo Jets fully loaded with passengers 
crashed every day for a whole year, the tragedy still would not equal 
those who die without ever having heard the Gospel.” Billions have 
already entered into hell, billions more are on their way.  

According to the Joshua Project there are 7.8 Billion people on the
planet broken into 17,416 distinct people groups who have their own 
unique language and culture.  Of those 17,416, 7,403, or 42% are 
unreached without any evangelical presence.  No church, no Bible, and 
no missionary available to them.  Another 7,000 people groups are 
classified as minimally or partially reached meaning they have some 
evangelical presence but are still largely lost.  Only 3,282 people groups, 
or 19% have been significantly reached with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
Just in the 10/40 window itself there are 3.16 Billion people who have no 
knowledge or means of knowledge of Jesus Christ & the Gospel.  The 

10/40 window is the area 10 degrees to 40 degrees above the equator 
stretching from West Africa to Indonesia.  It is home to four of the largest 
religious blocs (Islam, Hindu, Buddhism, and Chinese Secularism), and 
includes the majority of the world's poor, many of which live on less than a 
dollar a day.

For example, Senegal a country of 15 million people has less than 
1500 believers (.19%) in the whole country.  Only 18% have access to the 
Gospel.  This country is almost completely without Christ and utterly lost.  
Turkey, a country of 85 million people is even worse off.  Less than 34,000 
of it's people or .04% of the whole country are Christian.  And, only 1% have 
access to the Gospel.  This country is desperately lost and void of Christ.  
And those are just two countries.  In all, only 2.4 Billion out of the 7.8 Billion 
people on earth are adherents of Christianity in the world.  Making matters 
worse, only 615 million of those are evangelical non-catholic, meaning that it
is estimated that anywhere from 5.5 Billion to 7.2 Billion people on this 
planet are in danger of going to hell!  There is vast lostness across the 
globe! 

Did you hear me?  It is possible that right now 7.2 Billion people are 
headed to Hell.  Hell!  But maybe that's why we don't weep.  Perhaps we 
don't weep for the lost because we fail to see how awful hell is.  Let's recap. 
It is a place where those there will be burned by an unquenchable fire with 
no rest – Rev 14:10.  It is a place of perpetual weeping and gnashing of 
teeth – Matt 13:50.  It is a place where literal maggots will eat away at your 
flesh forever, or figurative maggots will eat away at your soul's conscience 
forever – Mark 9:48.  It is better to literally cut off your hand or foot or gouge 
out your eye than to go to hell – Matt 18:8-9.  It is a spiritual death where 
your soul is destroyed – Matt 10:28.  But worst of all, it is a place of final and
permanent separation from God and His Glory – 2 Thess 1:9.  

Just think of how much God, His Son, His Salvation, and His Church 
mean to you.  No think what it would be like to lose that forever.  The worst 
thing about hell is not the physical torture, but the spiritual separation from 
the sustainer of life.  So, when it comes to extreme amount of lost people on 
this planet, and the extreme physical torture and spiritual destruction of the 
lost in hell, how can you not be moved to action?  We must weep!  The 
unreached world won't be saved until the saved are broken for the 
unreached.

Secondly, Strategic Missions Takes A Cure & A Calling.  Look at 
vs.5-10 again.  The scroll meant for us was taken by the lamb; by Christ.  
We have the cure to sin and the judgement of God and it's called the Gospel
of Christ.  Christ, the only one worthy to take the penalty of sin, to hold the 
judgement of God, was slain for the ransom of the world.  There is no 
greater message than this.  That we can be saved, everyone of us, all 7.2 
billion of us, if we simply accept that Christ Jesus has paid the price of our 



sins, repent, and believe in Him as our Lord.   What a message!  
But that's only half of it.  We also have a calling.  A calling without 

a message is meaningless.  A message without a calling is pointless.  We
have both.  Look at verse 10.    We who have been saved and made 
priests of God, now must take that message of salvation to the people of
every tribe and language and people and nation. Mark 16:15 calls us to 
go to the world and proclaim the gospel.  Psalm 96:3 calls us to declare 
his glory among the nations.  Matthew 24:14 tells us that the gospel must 
be preached to all nations before the mission can be finished.  We are 
called to finish the mission by taking this message to the world!  We know
that!  It's our purpose in this life.  

But how do I take this message to the world, if God has called me 
to stay here and reach those around me?  Look at Romans 10:13-15.  
We must either go ourselves or send those we trust to go in our place. 
This is why we've sent the Dickinson's to Senegal.  This is why we've 
sent the Porterfield's to Turkey.  This is why we've sent the Lytle's to 
Norway House Canada.  This is why we've sent the Sanford's to Papua 
New Guinea.  This is why we partner with the O'Neils who are training 
pastors to plant church's among the most unreached people groups on 
the planet.   And, this is why we pray regularly for God to send more of us
from this congregation to go as missionaries to the unreached.  The 
unreached world won't be saved until the saved are broken for the 
unreached.

Application 
Lastly, Strategic Missions Takes A Strategy.  When we look at 

Revelations 5:1-10 we are broken for the lost around the world, and we 
are commissioned to take them the Gospel.  It would be very easy to just 
throw some money at this problem, but if we are going to do it right it's 
going to take a plan.  In order to make sure that we are not just collecting 
photos on a wall or simply writing a few checks to make us feel good 
about ourselves we have come up with a 5 fold missions strategy; all of 
which start with the letter C.  First, we want to care for our missionaries to
an extent that they feel loved and a part of our church.  Secondly, we 
want to choose a limited number of missionary partners as to give them 
the attention and financial support they need.  Thirdly, we want to 
concentrate our efforts on specific areas like the 10/40 window and 
unreached people groups.  Fourthly, we want to coach our own people on
who our missionaries are, what they are doing, and how to pray for them. 
Lastly, we want to champion our people to go.  We desire home grown 
missionaries which we can send to the unreached.  

So we have a plan... but how do we specifically support our 
missionaries?   Three ways.  Through financial care, relational care, and 
through physical care.  We support our missionaries through financial 

care.  Meaning, yes, we do send checks, but we do it different than most 
churches.  Because we have strategically chosen to have less missionaries 
we can support them with a substantially larger amount.   This way we can 
have a real impact on their ministry and they can know that we are serious 
about our commitment to partnering with them.  

We also support our missionaries through relational care because we
don't just send checks.  Did you know that we have a dedicated missions 
team for the purpose of intentionally focusing on the needs of our 
missionaries.  Each member of the missions team is assigned one of our 
missionaries and communicates to them regularly.  This way our 
missionaries never feel out of the loop or that we have forgotten about them.
This way they feel like a part of Stone Creek Church.  We send them videos 
and letters of support and we take up offerings to cover extra needs for 
them.  Most of all, we pray for them often.  

Lastly, we support our missionaries through physical care.  This 
means that we plan to see them, spend time with them, and give them time 
in front of our people as often as we can.  When they are here on furlough 
we try our best to have them come and speak.   If we can't have them here 
in person we try to see them through videos, like this.  But eventually we 
also hope to start sending short-term missions teams to partner with them 
on their own turf and see with our own eyes their ministry and the people 
they are ministering to.  

When our hearts break for the unreached, when we accept our 
calling to take the Gospel to the world, and when we put a plan together to 
make sure we send and support our missionaries, we can actually make a 
difference for Christ.  The unreached world won't be saved until the 
saved are broken for the unreached.

Conclusion
So as we close today I want us to spend our time in prayer for our 

missionaries.  Throughout the room we have set up 5 prayer stations where 
you will find prayer cards with our missionaries information and ways you 
can pray for them.  Spend a couple of minutes praying for them at each 
station and as soon as you are finished you are dismissed.  


