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MANUSCRIPTEMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
 As David no doubt made it clear last week, this year is dedicated 
to the Gospels of Jesus Christ.  Our church wide Bible reading plan 
encompasses only the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, & John.  
Every series and every sermon for the next 15 months will come only 
from these four books.  Every series will be a series within a series. Why?
Because there are no other writings from all of antiquity that are more 
important than the documented ways and words of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  If we must know who we are called to be, we must know 
He who has called us.  Simply put, there is no one like Jesus.  

Charles Spurgeon, perhaps the greatest evangelical preacher of 
all time, put it this way back in 1877.  “Beloved, the religion of our Lord 
Jesus Christ contains in it nothing so wonderful as himself. It is a mass of
marvels, but he is THE miracle of it; the wonder of wonders is “The 
Wonderful” himself. If proof be asked of the truth which he proclaimed, 
we point men to Jesus Christ himself. His character is unique. We defy 
unbelievers to imagine another like him. He is God and yet man, and we 
challenge them to compose a narrative in which the two apparently 
incongruous characters shall be so harmoniously blended,— in which the
human and divine shall be so marvellously apparent, without the one 
overshading the other. They question the authenticity of the four Gospels;
will they try and write a fifth? Will they even attempt to add a few 
incidents to the life which shall be worthy of the sacred biography, and 
congruous with those facts which are already described? If it be all a 
forgery, will they be so good as to show us how it is done? Will they find a
novelist who will write another biography of a man of any century they 
choose, of any nationality, or of any degree of experience, or any rank or 
station, and let us see if they can describe in that imaginary life a 
devotion, a self-sacrifice, a truthfulness, a completeness of character at 
all comparable to that of Jesus Christ himself? Can they invent another 
perfect character even if the divine element be left out? They must of 
necessity fail, for there is none like unto Jesus himself.”  

There is none, no person, no place, no thing, no idea, none 
natural, none supernatural, none, like unto Jesus himself.  And thus in 
response, as believers, we have two supreme directives.  One, to know 
Him more, and two, to be more like Him!  More like Jesus.  For the next 
10 weeks we will be looking at his ministry, his teachings, and his 

mission.  We will be observing, who this man is, and how we should conform
our lives to be more like his.  The more of Him we see, the more we study 
His life, the more we will morph into His likeness.  

 This morning it makes sense for us to start right where we just left 
off last year.  What does Jesus life look like immediately after the Christmas 
story?  We know that his coming was prophesied for thousands of years.  
We know that when the fullness of time came He was born in the form of a 
child.  We know that shepherds told of his coming and that wisemen came 
and worshipped him.  And we know that when he was two years old Herod 
tried to kill him and so He and his family fled to Egypt.  Let's pick up the story
there.  Look with me in Luke 2:39-52.  

Two things had to occur in order for Jesus and his family to return to 
Nazareth.  First, according to Matthew 2:19-23, Herod had to die.  Secondly,
his parents had to perform everything according to the law of the Lord (Luke 
2:39).  Another way to phrase this would be to say that they did everything to
fulfill righteousness.  In those two years in Egypt they did everything they 
could possibly to do raise Jesus according to the Law in order that they and 
he would both be righteous in the eyes of God.  We don't know exactly what 
all that included, but having had 5 children, I can assume it meant a lot of 
prayer, a lot of study, and a lot of seeking God.  The point is, Jesus' parents 
began raising Him by pursuing righteousness.  

Then, beginning in Luke 2:40, we see that Jesus began to grow 
strong and be filled with wisdom, and it was apparent that the favor of God 
was on Him.  This growing strong, in wisdom, and favor is all that we have in
all of scripture as insight into his life between age two and age 12 where we 
get an incredible story of Jesus' parents actually forgetting him and 
abandoning him for three whole days at the temple.  It's kind of funny how 
this scenario parallels one of my favorite Christmas movies, Home Alone.  
Kevin's parents take off for France thinking he's in the crowd of people they 
are flying with.  Jesus' parents take off for Nazareth thinking he's in the 
crowd of people they are journeying with.  Pretty sure Kevin is home alone 
for three days.  Jesus is left alone in Jerusalem for three days.  Kevin makes
it work fighting off the wet bandits.  Jesus makes it work preaching and 
teaching in the temple.  No big deal.  Of course his parents blame him for 
getting lost... but comeon, it's the Son of God... so mom and dad you should 
probably be careful playing the blame game.  In his defense he says 
something profound.  Look in Luke 2:49, “why were you looking for me?  Did
you not know that I must be in my Father's house?”  They must have raised 
him right... because even after 12 years He is still pursing a righteous 
relationship with his father.  

 Matthew 6:33, a famous verse we will no doubt explore more when 
we get to the Sermon on the Mount, tells us that we are to seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness.  This is clearly what Jesus was 
doing!  His default setting from the moment He was born was to pursue the 



righteousness of God in all things.  
How are we to be more like Jesus?  Simple; follow his example 

and pursue His righteousness.  Think of it in these terms; the childhood 
years of Jesus, the years most of us would be simply acting out as kids, 
Jesus models to us one of the most important aspect of Christianity... 
pursuing a lifestyle of righteousness.  So, how many of us have 
graduated from a form of childhood Christianity to a spiritually mature 
pursuit of righteousness?  

If we have not, perhaps, today, we will find the way in what 
happens next.  Today we will be observing the two steps Jesus took in 
his journey to prepare himself for his three years of ministry.  His Baptism
and his Temptation.  Today we will see how Jesus pursued 
righteousness and how we should as well.   Today we will see that the 
pursuit of righteousness begins with spiritual baptism and is 
sustained by sinless living. 

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we need to see here is that... To Be More Like 

Jesus We Must Begin Pursuing Righteousness In Spiritual Baptism. 
Let's look at Mark 1:9-11, Luke 3:21-23, Matt 3:13-17.  Three different 
accounts.  Luke tells us that when Jesus was around 30 he began his 
ministry and the very first thing he did in preparation of this was to get 
baptized.  For 18 years Jesus has been growing in maturity and stature 
and in the favor of God awaiting these final steps before beginning his 
divine ministry which would reveal to the world that He is the Son of God. 

Matthew gives us the clearest picture of this occasion and is the 
only Gospel to include John's protest; “i need to be baptized by you, not 
you by me,” which was a true statement that we will revisit here in a 
second.  But for now, let's focus on Jesus' rebuttal; “let it be so now, for 
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”  It's of note that once 
again, right at the start, we see Jesus' intentions become clear.   
Everything he did, even his baptism, was in pursuit of righteousness.  
But, the question still remains; why was Jesus' baptism needed to fulfill all
righteousness?  How did it accomplish this? 

Well, first, it wasn't for the forgiveness of or cleansing of sins 
because we know that Jesus was sinless.  Had his baptism been for the 
remission of sins then Christ would have the same sinful condition we 
have and be disqualified as the Lamb who would take away the sins of 
the world.  However, we know that He was sinless and this is not the 
case.  So why then?  Three reasons.  One, to identify with John's 
ministry.  John's main message was “the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  
It was a passing of the baton from John's ministry of preparing the way, to
Jesus' ministry as the way.  Jesus' baptism is proof to John and his 
disciples that Jesus was the one John had been prophesying about.  We 

see the Spirit descend on him and we see God the Father's approval.  This 
leaves no doubt that Jesus is John's successor. 

Two, Jesus' baptism fulfills all righteousness because it served as a 
ceremonial ritual to ordain him as the true high priest, and to anoint him as 
the true king of kings.  Just as Moses baptized Aaron's sons into the High 
Priesthood, and Just as Samuel anointed king David, this baptism signifies 
that the first High Priestly King has arrived. 

Three, Jesus' baptism fulfills all righteousness because it identifies 
with our human need - which he himself provides the means for.  It shows 
that he is here to cleanse us from our sins, the sins that he will one day carry
on his own shoulders.  And, four, it fulfills righteousness because it shows 
Jesus' obedience to his Father.  He had been called to do it and thus as a 
righteous servant to his father he had to fulfill it.  Again, the father approves 
telling him that he is well pleased of him.  In short, Jesus' baptism identified 
him as the righteous one from God pursuing the righteousness of God.  

If we desire to be more like Jesus then we will also pursue his 
righteousness through baptism, but for us it is a whole different ball of wax. 
Yes we get physically immersed in baptism to identify with Jesus' baptism 
but there is a lot more to it.  First, physical baptism should only follow true 
spiritual baptism through salvation.  We call it spiritual baptism because 
that's what it is, being baptized with the Holy Spirit.  Luke 3:16 tells us that 
John declares that the baptism of Christ will be a spiritual baptism of the 
Holy Spirit and of Fire.  In John 3:5 we are told that unless one is born of 
water, through physical birth, and then again through spiritual birth they can't
be saved.  It is simple, the one Baptism that matters is the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit which happens at the point of salvation.  

Only after one has been spiritually baptized can they then 
contemplate physical baptism.  Physical baptism accompanies spiritual 
baptism as a symbolic gesture of a spiritual reality.   Physical baptism is a 
recognition of our need to be spiritually cleansed and forgiven of our sins.   
John was absolutely right when he told Jesus that he needed to be baptized 
by him, not the other way around.  All men and women need a spiritual 
cleansing of sin and the forgiveness of sins.  Jesus does this when by his 
grace we place our faith in him and are saved... and then we symbolically 
profess it through water baptism.  The bottom line though is this... You 
cannot pursue the righteousness of God without first having been spiritually
reborn through the baptism of the Spirit.  This is the first step.   The 
second step is physical baptism.  The pursuit of righteousness begins 
with spiritual baptism and is sustained by sinless living. 

The second thing we need to see here today is that... To Be More 
Like Jesus We Must Sustain A Pursuit Of Righteousness Through 
Sinless Living.  Let's look at our three Gospels again here.  Mark 1:12-13, 
Luke 4:1-13, Matthew 4:1-11.  Here we see that the second thing Christ did 



in preparing for his ministry was to overcome the temptation of the devil.  
While Mark merely gives us a quick recap of this event, Luke and 
Matthew give us the details of what three temptations Satan offered to 
Jesus and how Jesus responded.  The first was to tempt Jesus to turn 
the rock to bread.  Jesus was starving.  He'd been praying and fasting for 
40 days.  So Satan tempts him, “if you are the son of God make these 
stones bread.”  The temptation to Jesus is to take the short cut instead of 
being patient and waiting on God to provide for his needs.  Also to see 
physical food as more important than spiritual food.  Satan is literally 
asking Jesus if God is enough.  

The second temptation was to see if Jesus would throw himself off
the temple and have his angels save him.  The temptation here is really 
for Jesus to step out of God's plan and because of insecurity or pride, 
prove to the devil and the world that He is a powerful divine figure.  As he
tells his Mother at the Wedding in Cana, His time had not yet come for 
the world to know who He is and so he must not do this.  

The third temptation was to see if Jesus would worship Satan in 
exchange for all of the kingdoms of the world.  Even though Jesus was 
the heir of all the kingdoms of the world and their glory, because of his 
earthly state he did not yet have this as a reality. Satan said you can 
have it now if you would merely worship me.  The temptation was to 
commit idolatry to receive now what he would receive eventually... but 
without the pain of the cross.  

Now, do these temptations compare to ours?  Can we see an 
application here to our own lives.  I think so.  We are tempted all the time 
to prove ourselves or to claim for ourselves what we think is fair yet God 
for some reason has withheld it from us.  We are constantly tempted to 
depend on ourselves rather than God.  We are consistently tempted to 
serve other gods whether it be money, sports, entertainment, drugs, 
prestige, etc..  The point once again is have we surrendered to God as 
Lord or are we always looking for something better for our situation?  
Even though Jesus wasn't hit up with lust or theft or some of the more 
real temptations in our lives, his temptations show us the reason for any 
temptation, to replace God in our lives with something trivial.  Temptation 
seeks to answer the question; are we more concerned with ourselves 
then we are with Him?  Temptation is an ever present opportunity to 
prove our dedication to Christ by denying ourselves.  If we desire to 
pursue righteousness we must realize that it can only exist in the 
absence of sin.  

So how can we overcome temptation?  By being more like Jesus! 
How did he do it?  Jesus overcame Satan's temptations first by prayer 
and fasting, and secondly through a dependence on the word.  Though it 
may seem too much of a commitment for us, Jesus spent 40 days 
concentrating solely on God and the pursuit of righteousness.  He had a  

laser focus on what really matters.  He was depending solely on spiritual 
food and not physical comfort.  When you are prayed up and focused on 
Christ temptations will roll off you like water on a duck's back.  So, the 
question remains, are you prayed up and focused?  

Though it may seem like a huge undertaking, Jesus knew the 
scriptures.  Every time Satan tempted him, he retorted with the Word of God.
Scriptures teach us that if we hide the word in our hearts then we will not sin 
against Him.   Have you memorized scripture to help you overcome 
temptations?  Are you studied up and ready to deflect the arrows of the 
enemy.  

Jesus knew that he had a mission and that the fate of the world 
depended on his righteousness.  His desire to fulfill all righteousness was 
greater than his desire to sin.  Bottom line... Those who recognize that the 
glory of God far outweighs the gratification of sin will find it easier to 
continue the pursuit of righteousness .  The pursuit of righteousness 
begins with spiritual baptism and is sustained by sinless living. 

Application 
So, let's recap; as a baby, Jesus' parents pursued righteousness for 

their son.  As a child, Jesus pursued the righteousness of his father.  And as
an adult and in preparation for his ministry Christ continued to pursue 
righteousness.  To fulfill all righteousness he was baptized.  To prove his 
righteousness he overcame the temptation from satan.  

We have observed his life as to know him more.  Now the choice 
remains, will we follow in his footsteps as to be more like Him.  Jesus 
pursued righteousness... are you willing to pursue righteousness with your 
life?  If you haven't been saved and baptized with the Spirit, that is step one. 
You cannot pursue righteousness in your flesh... you can only pursue it with 
the power of the Holy spirit in you.  If you have been saved and baptized 
with the Holy spirit, have you made it public through the physical symbol of 
believers baptism?  Lastly, If you have been baptized spiritually and 
physically then how's your walk been?  How's your pursuit been?  Are you 
sustaining the pursuit of righteous living by overcoming temptation?  Or are 
you losing the battle?  

How can you regain an upper hand? Maybe you should consider 
prayer and fasting?  Maybe you should memorize some scripture such as 1 
Cor 10:13? Maybe you should consider finding an accountability group or 
partner?  

Conclusion 
As we conclude this morning we are going to celebrate with some of 

our brothers and sisters as they profess their spiritual baptism through water
Baptisms.


