
Come And See Part 1
The Gospel of Death 
Luke 11:29-32
Memory Verses: John 14:19

MANUSCRIPTEMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle) 
How many of you are ready for Easter?  I'm sure that some of you

are aware that Ash Wednesday was two Wednesday's ago on March 2nd. 
In case you didn't know,  Ash Wednesday is a traditional religious day of 
repentance and confession, celebrated mostly by the Catholic church but 
also recognized by many protestant churches as well.  On Ash 
Wednesday ashes will be wiped onto the foreheads of those participating 
in the shape of a cross.  The ashes represent the ashes of repentance 
commonly heaped upon the heads of those repenting of sin in the Old 
Testament.  

I mention Ash Wednesday because today is a day of prayer and 
fasting for our church.  Though we did not celebrate Ash Wednesday in 
the traditional sense, today we fast and pray in the spirit of Ash 
Wednesday.  We have all sinned and have lost a focus on our Lord and 
are in desperate need of repentance and restoration.  That is one of the 
reasons we pray and fast, so that God would see our contrition and have 
mercy upon us and forgive us our sins and make us new again. 

I also mention Ash Wednesday this morning because it is the day 
that kicks off the season of Lent.  Lent is the 40 days of reflection, fasting,
and prayer leading up to Easter Sunday.  Again, we are not asking you to
fast for 40 days, just the 24 hours between 6pm last night and 6pm today,
but we are asking that for the next four weeks until Easter, you commit 
your hearts in praying that God would give you a fresh perspective of 
Easter this year.  

With all that said, today we are kicking off our Easter series, or 
Lent series if you prefer, and we are calling it Come and See.  The entire 
Easter season rests upon the fact that Jesus died and rose again.  
Without the empty tomb, there is no point of celebrating Easter.  In fact, 
without the empty tomb we have no reason to celebrate anything.  So, 
look with me if you will at Matthew 28:1-5.  The Marys come to the tomb 
to anoint the body of Jesus and are startled by and earthquake and an 
angel of the Lord who makes the Romans guards pass out.  Now look at 
what the angel says to them in Matthew 28:6; “He is not here, for he has 
risen, as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  

Easter is all about coming and seeing that Jesus is not dead, but 
is risen to save us of our sins and to give us new life.  During this season 
of Lent we are asking you to join with us, to come and see, the last days 

of Jesus' life here on Earth, why he had to die to save us, and what the 
Resurrection means for you and me.  Come and see. 

Of course we are still in the Year of the Gospels and so everything 
we are going to explore in this series will be found in the Gospels 
themselves.  As we explore the Gospels one thing you will notice is that 
Jesus likes to remind his disciples that he is going to die and rise again.  I 
thought it would be fitting to begin our Easter series with these reminders.  

Look with me at the very first time Jesus reminds his disciples that 
He is going to die and rise again.  Let's look at Luke 9:21-22, Mark 8:31-33, 
and Matthew 16:21-23.  One thing of note here is that Peter, representing 
the disciples, rebukes Jesus, saying that this can't be.  This of course is a 
knee jerk reaction because Peter loves Jesus and cannot bear the thought 
of losing Him.  I think we may have reacted the same way.  Jesus responds 
by saying, “get behind me Satan.”  Peter is not thinking of this from a Godly 
perspective knowing that this is God's plan, but from a human mindset bent 
on his selfish desires. 

 And, this is where we come in today.  When we think of death, we 
often are not thinking of God's plan, but our own selfish desires.  We 
obviously don't want to die, regardless if it is in God's timing.  And, we will do
anything we can to avoid it.  But, in the midst of our selfish never ending 
pursuit to preserve our lives here, we are missing the fact that God has a 
greater purpose and plan for our deaths.  Just as he had a plan for the death
of Christ, he has a plan for our deaths.  We never talk about death in a good 
way do we?  But what is promised to those who die in Christ?  Aren't we 
promised resurrection?  Aren't we promised eternal life? 

Listen, we can't get to the resurrection of Christ without the cross, 
and we can't get to glorified life promised to all believers without dying first.  
Get this, God has a great plan for your death, for the death of a Christian 
always brings new life.  A lack of fear from death born from a hope of 
rising again in Christ is a powerful testimony that the lost cannot 
ignore.  That is why today, I invite you to come and see the good news of 
your dying in Christ, the Gospel of Death.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing I want us to recognize this morning is this... All Men 

Die But God's Great Plan Has Always Been To Raise Them Again In 
Christ.  Peter gets mad at Jesus because Jesus has just introduced an idea
that Peter or the disciples had never considered.  He was going to die.  In 
this same passage, Peter announces that Jesus is the Christ the Son of the 
Living God.  How can he know this and not know that the Christ was born to 
die?  Had he never heard of Isaiah 53:4-5 which declares that the suffering 
servant of God would be crushed for our iniquities?  Perhaps he had but 
never could put two and two together?  What about Psalm 31:5 where the 
Messiah would commit his Spirit into the hands of God himself, effectively 



dying in physical form?  Peter shouldn't have been mad but encouraged.  
Of course the Messiah must die.  Of course you will die Jesus, but you 
will be resurrected.  

Why did Peter get so mad about Jesus' declaration of death?  
Because he seemingly missed the part about being raised again on the 
third day.  Do you ever get like that?  You hear something that catches 
you off guard and hits you the wrong way that you totally miss the next 
part which makes the whole thing no big deal. I do this all the time with 
my kids.  One kid will be screaming and crying and I'll immediately be 
ready to shout at or discipline the likely culprit only to discern at the last 
minute that the crying is because of an innocent accident.  Pierson was 
about to die because Vera accidentally ripped her picture of a dog that 
she just drew.  It gets real at the Sloane house.  

Anyway, if Peter had only heard the part about the resurrection 
perhaps he would not have overreacted about the part about Jesus' 
death.  You see, death is not the whole plan... death is only part of the 
plan.  The plan is incomplete without resurrection.  Here is the good 
news, everyone, will die, just like Christ died.  But everyone will also be 
resurrected just like Christ was resurrected.  If Jesus didn't raise again, 
then there would be no hope for us to raise again, but since he did we 
now have that same hope.  In John 14:19 we see Jesus saying, “yet a 
little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me.  
Because I live, you also will live.”  In John 6:40 we see that the will of the 
Father is that everyone who looks upon the death and resurrection of 
Christ will have eternal life and be raised up on the last day. Also, John 
5:28-29 tells us that those who are in Christ to the resurrection of life and 
those who have rejected Christ to the resurrection of eternal judgement.  
Listen, for those in Christ, death is a good thing... its a glorious thing... it 
is part of the plan so that we can be raised to a glorified eternal life, 
forever with Christ.  

Stop talking about death as though it is a plague... death is the 
gateway to eternal life.... when we talk about fearing death the world sees
us as no different than them... but when we talk about death as if it is a 
blessing, or that it is merely a part of the plan because after death we will 
be raised to new life, we will be resurrected, then it is a testimony, 
perhaps the greatest testimony there is to the lost that they need Christ!  
The lost need to desire eternal life and fear eternal judgment, then need 
to know God's plan for death.... so preach the Good news of dying in 
Christ!  Preach the Gospel of Death.  A lack of fear from death born 
from a hope of rising again in Christ is a powerful testimony that the
lost cannot ignore.  

Secondly, One Of The Great Tragedies Of Life Is A 
Meaningless Death.  Two more times Jesus stops and specifically tells 

his disciples that he is going to die and be raised again. It's a lot of 
passages, 6 to be exact, but as we read them together I want you to see if 
you can pick out some things of interest.  Let's read about the second time 
Jesus reminds them in Matthew 17:22-23, Mark 9:30-32, and Luke 9:43-45.

One thing I noticed here in the second warning is that they were 
greatly distressed.  These words bothered them greatly.  Have you ever 
heard some news that just rubbed you the wrong way and you didn't know 
what to do with it?  I love Star Wars.  When I watched the Last Jedi where 
they make a Luke Skywalker a murdering hobo I didn't know how to process 
that?  I think I went catatonic for a couple days just trying to put the pieces of
my life back together again.  It was rough.  This is what it was like for the 
disciples when Jesus told them that he was going to die.  

Another thing of note that we see in the Luke passage is that Jesus 
specifically tells them to let this sink into their ears but then they don't 
understand because the meaning was concealed from them?  If Jesus 
commanded them to let it sink in, then who was it that concealed it from 
them?  Our options are God, self or Satan.  God may be playing 2000IQ 
moves we can't understand here.  It could be that the disciples were so 
hardened to the possibility of Jesus dying that their minds just couldn't hear 
it... like some kind of PTSD.  Or thirdly, and this is the one I subscribe to, It 
was Satan.  Just as Peter had allowed Satan to influence his response to 
the first reminder, here the disciples are still being influenced by the 
oppression of Satan.  There are satanic forces at work that want the good 
news of Jesus death to stopped!  Perhaps, every time we give into the fear 
of death or forget to preach the resurrection, we are being influenced by 
Satan too.  

Which leads us to the third reminder in Matthew 20:17-19, Mark 
10:32-34, and Luke 18:31-34.  Jesus gives them the whole picture here, just 
days before he is to die.  He says that people will mock him, hit him, spit on 
him, and hurt him badly, then kill him. Of course no one wants to hear this.  
That is why in Luke it says that they could not grasp what was being said.  
They had closed themselves off to the death of Christ and by doing so they 
had closed themselves off to the resurrection.  

Let me ask you a question?  Does death make you mad?  When I tell
you that a healthy 30 year old dad passes away from a car crash leaving 
behind a wife and 3 healthy children, does that immediately make you upset 
or happy?  If we were honest it rarely if ever makes us happy.  Why?  
Because, just like the disciples here, we don't understand death, we can't 
understand how God could allow this to happen.  We look at it the same way
Peter did.  We see death as infinite, and final.  We see it as having 
something we were promised being taken away.  We see it as unfair.  How 
can there be a loving God who allows this kind of senseless death?

The point is this... we can't understand death apart from 
resurrection! Death without resurrection is meaningless.  This is why 



people fear death... if death is the end then all that we are, all that we've 
done is lost right?  It cannot go on and be something more anymore?  But
in Christ death is not the end!  In fact death is merely the beginning!  
Everything we've done, everything we are will go on and create more, 
and love more, and do more, and be known by people and Christ forever!

As Maximus says in the great movie Gladiator, what we do in this 
life echoes in eternity!    In fact, for a believers, just as Christ was born to 
die, we were in a way born to live for Christ, die in Christ, and be raised 
with Christ!  Thats the plan!  Anyone who chooses to reject Christ has 
abandoned the plan!  But for those of us who love Jesus, the plan goes 
on as our life here echoes through eternity! 

So what are we to do?  We are to live lives of meaning for Christ.  
And when it comes time to die, we die deaths of meaning for Christ!   
Don't just let you life count for something... but let you death count for 
something too!  Let it count for Jesus! Be like Paul in Philippians 1:21 
where he says for me to live is Christ and to die is gain! 

How do we let our deaths have meaning? Every chance you get 
preach the Gospel of death.  Every chance you get remind people that 
you are not afraid of death.  Instead let them know that you are looking 
forward to the resurrection of your soul to eternal life in heaven.  Give 
them a hope that life after death is available to them as well in Christ.  
Every time you speak of death speak about the hope you have in the 
resurrection of Christ!   Then one day when you die.... your death will 
inevitably lead others to Christ!  A life lived well for Christ and death 
dedicated to Christ are the greatest testimonies for the lost. A lack of 
fear from death born from a hope of rising again in Christ is a 
powerful testimony that the lost cannot ignore.  

Lastly, The Sign Of Christ Is The Only Sign Anyone Needs To 
Believe And Be Saved.  Jesus also told people that he was going to die 
and be raised again through a sort of illustration he mentioned many 
times.  Many times the pharisees and the people would come up to Jesus
begging for a sign.  If you just show us one more sign we will believe. I 
love Jesus' response.  You can see this in several verses.  Let's read 
Luke 11:29-32, Matthew 16:1-4.  The only sign that Jesus says that they 
will be given, or that they need, is the sign of Jonah!  This sign of Jonah 
caused the Ninevites to repent.  In the same way the sign of Christ will 
cause the whole world to repent. 

What is the sign of Jonah?  Easy, it is explained right here - 
Matthew 12:38-42 .  Jonah was in the fish for three days and three nights.
In a way he died when he was eaten and resurrected three days later.  
By this miracle and the word of God the whole city came to know God.  
Jesus likewise will die and be resurrected three days later. This is the 
only sign anyone needs to believe in his salvation!  What more proof do 

you need then a man who claims to be God who can raise himself from the 
dead?  None!  

In John 2:18-22 – Jesus gives them another illustration of his death, 
a sign that will show them that he was the Christ and that his word is true... 
he will destroy the temple and in three days raise it up. They thought he was
talking about the actual temple but he was talking about himself; the real 
temple!  After he was raised from the dead many remembered these words 
and were saved! Why?  Cause once someone dies and then raises 
themselves from the dead... they are God!  Anyone able to rebuild their own 
temple is God! 

So God has given us the sign of his son.  But unfortunately, if you 
keep rejecting Jesus, someday, because of callousness of mens hearts and 
because of their complete stubborn sinfulness there will be no sign that will 
convince them, not even the sign of Christ resurrected!  Mark 8:11-13 tells 
us no sign will be given!  If you reject the sign of Christ, you have no more 
outs, you had better start fearing death! Only those who have accepted 
Christ's death and resurrection as the only sign needed to be saved will be 
able to testify to the goodness of death!  For everyone else it is a curse!  
That's why ...A lack of fear from death born from a hope of rising again 
in Christ is a powerful testimony that the lost cannot ignore.

Application 
Jesus did not fear death.  He knew it was coming and yet he talked 

about it frequently.  Yes, to warn his disciples so they wouldn't be caught off 
guard, but also to encourage them.  Jesus was born to die and he wanted 
the world to know his mission.  Though he would die, three days later he 
would be resurrected.  There is no greater encouragement in this life than to 
know that there is hope after it.  This is the greatest news there is.  This is 
the Gospel of life and of death!   

So what is the take away?  Don't be afraid to talk about your pending 
death.  We will all die, but if you are in Christ you will indeed live again!  Tell 
the world of the hope you have in the resurrection and the fact that because 
of it you don't fear death!  Jesus died and rose again so that when we die we
too can rise again!  It's as simple as that. A lack of fear from death born 
from a hope of rising again in Christ is a powerful testimony that the 
lost cannot ignore

Conclusion 
Billy Graham said, “to the Christian, death is the exchanging of a tent

for a building.”  Alistair Begg said, “death for the christian is to fall asleep in 
the arms of Jesus and waking up and finding out that you're home.”  Adrian 
Rogers said, “death is just a comma to a Christian, not a period.”  And 
James H. Aughey said, “death to the christian is the funeral of all his sorrows
and evils, and the resurrection of all his joys.”


