
Come And See Part 3
The Prayer In Gethsemane
John 17, Luke 22:35-46
Memory Verses: Mark 14:38

MANUSCRIPTENTS 

On Easter morning in  Matthew 28:6; the angels tell Mary the 
mother of Jesus and Mary Magdalen, as they approach the the throne,  
“He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay.”  The season of Lent and Easter is upon us and so we are 
in a series aptly called Come and See. 

Easter is all about coming and seeing.  Come and see what 
Jesus' last weeks were like, come and see what his last words were to 
his disciples before his crucifixion, come and see our Lord take his last 
breaths upon the cross, come and see him triumphantly rise from the 
grave, and come see him ascend to the Father. Come and See. 

Last week we came and saw Jesus and his disciples at the last 
supper, and we were encouraged to respond to the passover lamb in 
humble service to others and in worship and communion to Christ 
himself.  When we see him as the master who serves we will serve, and 
when we see him as the savior then we will worship him and remember 
his sacrifice. There were two other options available to us as well though.
If we fail to see him as Lord or if we fail to see him as more than a means
to an end then we could deny him or sell him out and betray him.  

My prayer is that you've been thinking about that this last week 
and that you've taken denial and betrayal off the table and have chosen 
to become servants and worshipers.  

This morning we are moving from the upper room to the mount of 
olives and the Garden of Gethsemane.  Let's read the account in the 
Gospels starting with Luke 22:35-39, Mark 14:32-34, and Matthew 26:36-
38. 

The whole point of going to the garden was prayer.  This morning 
we are going to be looking at Jesus' prayer in the garden and how it 
relates to how we should also pray.  

Prayer can be hard can't it.  Prayer can be one of those things that
we view as nonessential so we do it as believers nonchalantly or 
casually.  I will be honest.  I struggle with prayer.  I know I should pray 
more.  In fact I truly believe that I would be a better man, better husband, 
better father, better pastor, and that our church would be a better church 
for it, and yet, even though I know that, I know that I don't pray enough.  
Why?  Cause prayer is hard.  It's hard to get in a mindset of having a 
conversation with an invisible God.  It's hard to set aside time to get away
to the prayer closet and spend that time with Him.  But as we've said 

since the first time we started talking about prayer almost 5 years ago; 
Prayer should be our first response, not our last resort.  

And yes, it is true that prayer is a constant conversation throughout 
the day with little chunks of prayer and praise here and there, but if Jesus 
modeled getting away and praying, shouldn't we?  

Listen, and this is the whole point of the message this morning... 
there are somethings so important to Christ, that we must set aside a 
special time to devote them to prayer. This morning we are going to be 
looking at this prayer and seeing how God wants us to spend time in prayer 
today.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we see here in Jesus' prayer in the Garden is that..... 

The Temptation of The Flesh Is So Dangerous We Must Set Aside Time 
To Pray Against It.  Matthew, Mark, and Luke are almost identical in the 
way they frame the prayer in the garden.  Two times Jesus told the disciples 
to pray, and three times he went off to pray by himself.  But as we were 
reading you may have noticed that Luke has a part before they begin 
praying that the others don't have.  Jesus says in Luke 22:35-37 that where 
he had once told them they didn't need a moneybag or knapsack, that now 
they needed to make sure they did have them.  And also, go and buy 
swords.  It seems odd that Jesus, the pacifist, the one who said in the 
sermon on the mount to turn the other cheek, would tell his disciples to go 
and buy swords to protect themselves, but he does.  Why?  Cause he knows
that they will be in physical danger and will feel safer if they have some form 
of protection from their enemies.  

I don't think it is a coincidence that this part about buying swords for 
protection proceeds the part where Jesus begs the disciples to pray with 
him.  Why?  Because Jesus knows that more than any weapon, prayer is the
greatest defense.  Yes, take your swords to feel safe, but the real protection 
comes from prayer.  This makes all the more sense when you see what 
Jesus tells them to pray for.  

Look with me in Luke 22:40-46.  What has Jesus asked them to pray 
about?  In vs. 41 He tells them to pray that they may not enter into 
temptation.  Again in vs. 46 he says “rise and pray that you may not enter 
into temptation.”  Jesus is about to die and the one thing he is most 
concerned about for his disciples is not that they may be spared the same 
death that he is about to experience, or that they would not be thrown in jail, 
or even that they would be able to continue the mission.  He is only 
concerned that they remain faithful having supernatural protection from the 
temptations of the flesh.  

We can even go back to a portion of scripture we looked at last week
with Peter.  Luke 22:31-32.  Jesus tells Peter that Satan has sought to have 
him but that He has prayed for him that his faith may not fail, and that his 



faith would also strengthen the others.  I think sometimes we forget just 
how powerful the lure of sin is.  You know who hasn't forgot?  Satan.  He 
knows your weaknesses and he knows exactly where to strike.  And he 
doesn't pull punches.  The only protection from his deadly arrows is the 
armor of God fortified by prayer!  That is why it is one of the key portions 
of the Lord's prayer in Matthew 6:13; “lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil.” 

None of us are beyond temptation, not even Jesus.  This is why 
Jesus is praying, “i want you to let this cup pass from me, but not my will 
God, but yours.”  Did you get it?  Jesus had a will to not be beaten, 
rejected, and crucified. Have you ever thought of that?  Can you 
comprehend that?  Jesus' will and the Father's were not in alignment on 
this point!   WOW! 

And so what did he have to do?  He had to pray against the 
temptation to do his own will and call down legions of angels to free him.  
He had to pray not my will, but yours Lord!   Jesus had to pray against 
temptation!   If Jesus, the Son of God, God in the flesh, the Lord of all 
Creation, the ancient of days, the alpha and omega, had to pray against 
temptation.... so do you! There is no greater force, no more dangerous 
force, against you as a believer than the temptation to do your own will. 
There is no greater weapon to protect yourself from this temptation than 
prayer!  God will hear you, God will protect you.  Go will give you 
strength.  You simply need to pray hard!  There are somethings so 
important to Christ, that we must set aside a special time to devote 
them to prayer.  

The Will Of God Is So Foreign To Us That We Must Diligently 
Pray To Align Ourselves With It.  So we pray against the temptations of
the flesh and the enemy.... and we must pray for God's will.  Look at 
Jesus' prayer again in Matthew 26:39-46, and Mark 14:35-42. Notice that 
Jesus' soul is sorrowful unto death.  Why? Because as we just said a few 
minutes ago, his will is not aligned with his father's.  There should be 
nothing more unnerving for a believer than to not be in alignment with 
God's will.  

So there are two things we can do when we are not in alignment 
with God's will.  We can pray he changes his will or we can pray that we 
change ours.  Jesus tries the first option first.   He prays, if it is possible, 
God please change your will.  If it is possible.  

Is it possible for God to change his will?  I believe so.  We've seen
many times in the Bible where God's people pray to him and the likely 
outcome is changed.  The one that comes to my mind more than any 
other is in Exodus 32 where Moses comes down from Mount Sinai with 
the Ten Commandments and sees the people led by Aaron worshipping 
a golden calf. In His anger God determines to kill them all and only 

preserve his people through Moses.  A complete reboot, kill them all and 
start over at square one.  But Moses begs God to relent of his anger and 
forgive them and refrain from destroying them.  In this moment, God's will 
seems completely unmoving.  He will kill every single Israelite, but because 
Moses prays to him, God relents.  The verse even says, God repented of the
evil he was about to bring on the people.  Wow!  God repented? Now, don't 
get caught in the language, God doesn't sin and doesn't do evil and no he 
doesn't need to repent, but even so, God basically says, because of Moses' 
prayer, my bad, let's go in another direction.  So yes, I believe our prayers 
can move the will of God.  

But, and this is a big but... God doesn't flippantly change his will.  
Don't expect God to do everything you want him to do.  He's God and he 
has a plan and he will accomplish it in his way!  It is much, much, much, 
much more common for us to have to change our will to his than to have him
change his to ours.  This is why Jesus ultimately realizes that God is not 
changing his course on this.  Jesus must face the cross.  And so for hours, 
Jesus prays to align his will with his Father's.  

So what does that mean for us.  It means that yes, we should 
intercede and pray that God would change his will to heal, to bring 
restoration, to do the supernatural.  But as much time as we devote to that, 
we must devote much more time to surrendering to God's will.  Prayer is 
much more about coming alongside God's plan then it is asking him to come
alongside ours.  God wants us to trust him.  God wants us to have a faith 
that says, “Lord, this sounds crazy, and it will be very hard, but if this is your 
will, I'm all in.”  

I remember having this conversation with God three years ago.  We 
were running out of money at Third Avenue, we had very little momentum, 
and we weren't reaching the community as I had once dreamed.  I thought 
that God wanted us in that location to reach that community. I believed we 
were going to become the next Brooklyn Tabernacle. I thought, if we could 
just get someone to fund us we could turn the old building into a community 
outreach center with a tutoring lab, an after school daycare, a shelter, and a 
soup kitchen.  I thought, Lord, I know you want us here, so make it happen.  
I prayed and prayed.  But eventually it became clear that he didn't want us 
there.  He wanted us in the county on a country road away from the urban 
downtown.  I thought, why Lord?  Why?  The need is here, there's no one 
out there!   I was mad at Him.  How can this be your plan?  It doesn't even 
make sense.  So you know what I did?  I prayed that my will would succumb 
to his.  And eventually it did.  Listen, I still don't really know why we are out 
here, other than this is God's will and... not my will but yours be done.  

Jesus prayed the same thing and eventually succumbed to a much 
harder calling.  He willing laid down his life because of the will of the father.  
How can we be expected to do any less.  We must pray, pray, pray, that our 
wills would surrender to and align with God's.  There should be nothing 



more unnerving for a believer than to not be in alignment with God's 
will.  There are somethings so important to Christ, that we must set 
aside a special time to devote them to prayer.

The third thing we need to see is that... The Glory Of Christ Is 
Our Sole Pursuit, So Purse It With Your Soul In Prayer.  The first 
three Gospels focus on Jesus' prayer against temptation and for God's 
will.  John however gives us the biggest portion of the prayer.  Let's read 
the first part of it in John 17:1-5.  

Here Jesus is asking for his own glory.  Is that wrong?  We aren't 
supposed to ask for our own glory are we?  Well, let's explore this real 
quick.  Who's glory are we supposed to ask for?  Jesus right?  So if you 
are Jesus do you ask for someone else's glory? Of course not.  The 
purpose of all humanity is to shine glory on the Son of God.  Jesus is 
showing us how we should do that in prayer.  

We should pray in three ways.  That Jesus would be glorified in 
this world by people coming to know him as Lord and Savior through 
repentance and belief.  That Jesus would be glorified in our lives. Ask him
to help us live lives that shine a light on Him.  And lastly just simply 
Praise him.  Sing his praises, extol his name, lift him up in worship, and in
prayer say as many good things about him as possible.  It is worth setting
aside time to praise him. There are somethings so important to Christ,
that we must set aside a special time to devote them to prayer.    

As we continue in the pray in the garden in John we see that 
fourthly... The Purity Of The Church Is So Essential To The Mission 
Of God That We Must Beg God To Sustain It.  Let's read John 17:6-19.
What is Jesus praying for here?  Simple, it's one thing.  He is praying for 
the purity of the disciples.  He's praying for the purity of those he has 
discipled who will in just a few short months lead the Holy Church of God.
Let's look at a few of the specifics here.  In vs. 6-8, 17-19 Jesus prays 
that they would be kept in God's word and continue to receive the truth 
that comes from God; that they would be sanctified in the truth.   In vs. 
11-12 Jesus prays that they would be kept in God's name, meaning that 
they would stay faithful to God.  That those who call themselves 
Christians would stay rooted in Christ.  That they would be a unified 
church.  One in Christ.  In vs. 13 He prays that they would be fulfilled in 
the joy of Christ.  And in vs. 14-16 He prays that they would be kept from 
the evil one.  

Listen, the greatest tool that Christianity has in order to fulfill the 
mission of God is the church, but too often the absolute worst 
representation of God's love for the world is also... the church.  That is 
why we must pray that God keeps the church pure and unified as to 
successfully glorify Christ and lead men and women towards salvation in 

him.  If the church fails, if we fail at Stone Creek Church, we defame the 
name of Christ, and we are on the hook for leading people astray. 
Remember, the church is plan A and there is no plan B.  So we must labor 
over it in prayer.  Everyday we should be setting aside time to pray for the 
church universal and our own local church. There are somethings so 
important to Christ, that we must set aside a special time to devote 
them to prayer.  

And the last thing we see Jesus modeling for us in prayer in the 
garden is... The Salvation Of The Lost Is Our Mission And Our Focus So
It Must Be Renewed In Prayer Daily.  Jesus ends his prayer in the garden 
in John 17:20-26 by praying for the lost to know him.  He prays that they 
would know that He was sent of God, that they would believe in Him and 
confess, that they would be given eternal life, and that the love of God would
be in them.  This is how we should also pray for the lost. 

Of course I don't want to spend much time here since we've talked 
about this subject a lot lately. The point is simple, if Jesus is spending time 
praying for the lost and for his own role in seeing them saved.  Then we 
must pray two things; That the lost would come to know Christ, and that we 
would lead the lost to Christ. It's as simple as that.  We must spend a lot of 
time, if not most of our time in prayer, praying for the lost. There are 
somethings so important to Christ, that we must set aside a special 
time to devote them to prayer.  

 Application
The application today is simple.  There are things worth praying for.  

So dedicate yourself to setting time aside throughout the day to pray for 
them!  Jesus was about to go to the cross and this is what was most 
important to him to pray about.  It should be important to us as well.  there 
are somethings so important to Christ, that we must set aside a special
time to devote them to prayer.  

Conclusion 
I will end this time this morning with this quote from the great 

theologian Bon Jovi; “take my hand and we'll make I swear... o o living on a 
prayer.”  Or was it the great theologian M. C. Hammer who said; “we got to 
pray, pray, pray, pray... we got to pray just to make it today.” Or perhaps it 
was The Weekend and Kendrick Lamar who said; “who gon pray for me?  
Take my pain for me?  Save my soul for me?  Isn't it interesting how many 
songs there are out there by secular artists about prayer?  Maybe it works.  
How about a quote from a real theologian though.  The great E. M. Bounds 
said this, “Four things let us ever keep in mind; God hears prayer, God 
heeds prayer, God answers prayer, and God delivers by prayer.”


