
More Like Jesus Part 9
The Great Commission
Matthew 28:16-20
Memory Verses: Matthew 28:19

MANUSCRIPTEMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
Last week we began by discussing job descriptions and more 

specifically the only real job description that matters; our reason and 
purpose for living this life.  The great commandment simply states that 
while we are here on Earth our two main jobs are to love God with our 
whole being and to love people as we love ourselves.  That's it... plain 
and simple.  If we want to be more like Jesus then we must Love God 
and Love People.  

This morning is the second part of that message.  Yes, we are 
called to Love God through worship and obedience.  Yes we are called to
love people through compassion and grace.  These are amazing 
practices that must be at the top of all we do, but as we will see today, 
there is actually one practice given to believers that incorporates both of 
those jobs perfectly, and if we can nail this directive, this commission, 
then we basically win at the game of life.  We must be servants of the 
great commandment and the great commission.  Let's look at it as we 
begin this morning in Matthew 28:16-20.  

 I know what you may be thinking; “Shevi, you've preached on this
passage a dozen times or so in the past five years.”  Okay, I'll admit as 
much, but there is a reason for that.  First, if this is the greatest thing we 
as the church have been called to do, then I would be a negligent pastor 
if I didn't consistently remind of us of it.  Secondly, since it is the greatest 
thing we can do as the church, the Bible speaks about it frequently.  
Jesus most certainly wants this programmed into our souls. 

The struggle of course will be that if you hear it frequently but 
consistently choose to ignore the message or be transformed by it – if 
you are constantly called to reach the lost and disciple new converts and 
you chose to ignore that calling time and time again, eventually there will 
come a point where you will grow calloused to the message and instead 
of ignoring it you will in effect reject it.  

Which of course leads to other questions.  None more important 
than this; “can a born again, Christian, follower of Jesus, willingly choose 
to constantly reject his most important command.”   In other words, can 
you be a follower of Jesus if you don't in essence follow him?  

This morning I want us to examine this commission and Jesus' 
motivations behind issuing such a command, our responsibility in 
following it, and the consequences of not following it.  This morning I want

you to see that... The Greatest Thing We Could Ever Accomplish In This 
Life Is To Reach Those Jesus Weeps For .  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing I want us to look at this morning is that... To Be More 

Like Jesus We Must Worship Him In Overcoming The Discomfort of 
Reaching The Lost.   In verses 16-17 at the beginning of this passage, 
notice that even before Jesus gives the disciples the great commission ins 
and outs here, they worship Him.  Why I wonder?  Simple.  You can't 
separate our worship for Christ and our desire to see people come to know 
Him.   They are intertwined.  

Jesus is supremely and immeasurably worthy of our worship and 
when we worship Him as he deserves we are in a way proving the depths of 
our love to him.  In fact worship could be defined as any action we do in 
response to our love for Him.  The way we show that we love God with our 
heart, soul, mind, and strength - the outpouring of what we feel inside is 
worship; whether singing, dancing, lifting up our hands, meditating on his 
Word, praying, fasting, giving, serving, or even working.  

We can worship Jesus in thousands of different ways, but when he 
specifically asks us to worship him in a very specific way... we should give 
that practice our attention.  Make no doubt about it... Jesus asks us to 
worship him by reaching people with the Gospel.  To and make disciples of 
all nations.   So here's the rub.... if we want to worship Jesus and Jesus has 
given us a very specific way in which we can do that..... why is it so hard for 
so many people to do that thing?  We've mentioned this before in this series 
already, but the main reason we don't reach people is because of a fear of 
rejection or because the process can be very uncomfortable.  Intruding into 
the private places in other peoples lives is scary, no doubt.  We know we 
have to do it, but we aren't.   So something has to change.  Right?  

In doing some research about church revitalization I was enlightened 
to the true catalyst for change.   You see, in any circumstance or scenario, 
real change will not happen until the status quo changes.  In other words.... 
and this is huge.... change will only happen when what you need to do 
becomes more desirable than the consequences of not doing anything. 
This is why dying churches will only do the uncomfortable ministry of 
changing worship styles, changing dress styles, changing preaching styles, 
adopting new discipleship methods and going all out for community outreach
when they realize that closing the doors would be more uncomfortable.  
Unfortunately, for some of them, making those changes are more 
uncomfortable then closing up shop.  It's sad.  Sometimes people refrain 
from changing too.  A person who has refrained from the ministry of 
reaching people with the Gospel because it makes them uncomfortable will 
never take that pivotal step of obedience until they realize that not doing so 
will be more uncomfortable.  They have to desire evangelism more than they



fear discomfort.  They have to desire each one reaching one more than 
they fear rejection.  The Bible knows this and offers two motivators in 
making it more uncomfortable.  Two motivators to push you into the 
service of worship.  Fear and love.   You see, the more we love God with 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength, the more we recognize that pleasing 
him is the only thing that matters.  Simply put, someone who is willing to 
risk their comfort for the sake of reaching people for the Gospel has 
realized that they love God more than they hate their discomfort.  In the 
same way, someone who fears God more than the discomfort or rejection
of evangelism may decide to  move out of their comfort zone and reach 
people with the Gospel.   Look at like this.   If we are unwilling to reach 
people with the Gospel as Jesus commands then we must recognize that
we are in effect denying him before God and men.  Jesus says in Luke 
12:9 that if that ever happens he will deny us before God.  This should be
sobering.  If by neglect of telling people about God you are in effect 
denying him before men and God then you will be denied by Jesus 
before God.  In all reality, a true believer cannot deny the great 
commission because they would be denying God before men.  Just 
something to think about.  Regardless, Both a love for God and a fear of
God should motivate us to worship him by reaching the lost with the 
Gospel. 

It's time to change.  It's time to stop rejecting the call of Christ on 
your life and to instead fall in love with Him; heart, soul, mind, and 
strength and prove that love by adopting the great commission.  Romans 
12:1-2 tells us that our one true spiritual act of worship to God is that we 
become living sacrifices transformed by the renewing of our minds. 
Today you need to renew your mind concerning the great commission.  
Today you need to die to your discomfort in sharing the Gospel and you 
need to become a living sacrifice who is willing to do whatever it takes to 
see the lost saved.  Again, this is your real act of worship. The greatest 
action we can do to accomplish the great commandment is the great 
commission.    The Greatest Thing We Could Ever Accomplish In This
Life Is To Reach Those Jesus Weeps For.     

The second thing we need to see here today is that... To Be More
Like Jesus We Must Weep Over The Lost And In Compassion Reach
Them With The Gospel .   After they worshipped Jesus told them in 
verses 18-20 what it means to do the great commission, which by this 
time we should all be familiar with.  Go, Disciple, Baptize, Teach, etc... 
But who do we do this for?  Who is the mission directed towards?  All 
nations.  All people, everyone who is alive on planet earth needs to be 
reached.  In 1Tim 2:4,  and 2Pe 3:9 the bible makes it clear that Jesus 
wants everyone to be reached and that no one should perish.  Jesus has 
a heart for the world and wants every single person to be saved. 

There are only two times in the Bible where we see Jesus weep.  
Once for his friend Lazarus.  Perhaps for the pain it was causing his sisters, 
perhaps because of their lack of faith that he could bring him back.  
Regardless, even Jesus, God in the flesh, cared so much for people that it 
caused him to weep.  The second time is when Jesus is looking out over 
Jerusalem and sees their sinfulness.  I want you to look quickly at three 
different Gospel passages that discuss Jesus' compassion for the people of 
Jerusalem. Read with me Luke 13:31-35, Mt 23:37-39.  He says, O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem.  This is a lament.  When Jesus says this over the city
he is showing a great sorrow for it.  Why? Why is Jesus sad?  Because the 
people of Jerusalem, his people that he came to save, have constantly 
rejected Him.  For thousands of years they rejected his prophets and killed 
them.  And now they want to kill Him too. He loves them so much that he 
has often thought of gathering them as a family under his wing, but they 
keep forsaking him; they aren't willing to be loved by him or to be gathered 
by him.  

Now look at Luke 19:41-44.     One time while thinking of Jerusalem 
we see that Jesus starts weeping over it.  His lament has now turned to true 
sorrow.  The very thing that will bring Jerusalem, the city of peace, peace, is 
here, and yet they have blinded themselves to it.  God himself is visiting you 
in the flesh and you have rejected him.  They've missed the visitation.  
Because they have rejected him and will continue to reject him his heart is 
broken.  Not necessarily because they have rejected him personally per se, 
but because they have rejected eternal life.  If they don't repent and turn to 
Christ they will die and spend eternity in Hell. 

This prophecy will come true.  Physically their enemy the Romans 
will barricade them and tear them down to the ground and destroy them in 
70AD.  But this prophecy is also spiritual.  If they reject Christ, their enemy 
the Devil will barricade them in and tear them down to Hell for all eternity.  
And, this warning isn't just for the jews of Jerusalem in Jesus' day.   This is 
just as real a scenario for everyone who has ever rejected Christ.  This is a 
warning for everyone alive right now.  

So... who do you lament over?  Who do you weep for?  Who do you 
declare oh Jerusalem, Jerusalem?  Perhaps you say, O Danville, Danville.  
Or O Good Year, Good Year.  Everywhere we live, every circle we have in 
this life has people in it who need Christ.  Everyday you see people and talk
to people who if they were to die today would spend eternity being 
barricaded and destroyed in Hell.  Do you weep for them?  Do you have 
compassion for them?  If so... you have the life saving message of the 
Gospel.  You have the cure to eternal damnation.  Take it to them.  How 
much must you hate someone to deny them the life saving power of Jesus? 
Your job, your mission is to begin relationships of care and servitude that 
form bonds and give opportunities for spiritual conversations of eternal 
consequence.  If we say we love our neighbors as we love ourselves and 



neglect to give them Jesus we are liars. 
Turn over to Mark 16:14-18 which is a parallel to this great 

commission passage.  Again, we see that the directive is towards the 
whole world, all of creation.  But in this passage we also see a promise 
that if you share the Gospel and they believe they will be saved.  The 
Gospel does not return void.  

Now, don't get me wrong, it's not your job to save anyone, you 
can't control or manipulate what they believe.  But, it is your job to tell 
them.  You can control how you respond to what you believe in 
obedience.  And when we share, we are assured that our message has 
the power to save if they believe.  Get this...  Jesus is working through 
your reaching .   You have a job to do which is reach.  Jesus has a job to
do which is save.  

And then lastly in this passage we see that there will be proof of 
salvation in those you disciple.  Yes, don't forget - remember, a big part of
the great commission is sharing the Gospel and then discipling those who
accept it.  Jesus here assures us that we will see transformation power in
those who are really being discipled towards Christ.  Yes,  we will see the
fruits of the spirit, but according to the word of God here, there will be 
supernatural evidence too.  Supernatural protection.   

I know when some see this passage they think that this means 
they should test this.  The Bible makes it clear that we are not to put God 
to the test.  God does what He wants when He wants and we shouldn't 
force his hand.  So this passage is not saying, play with snakes and drink
poison.  What this means is like when Paul got bit by a deadly snake after
a ship wreck and lived.  This means that those who are truly strong in the 
Lord, he will supernaturally preserve them.  Regardless.... we share the 
Gospel, we disciple and journey with those being saved and we let God 
bring transformation and preservation.  The Greatest Thing We Could 
Ever Accomplish In This Life Is To Reach Those Jesus Weeps For.   

Application 
The great commandment is to Love God with our whole heart, 

soul, mind, and strength.  The greatest action we can do to show this love
is the great commission.  We worship God by being obedient to reach 
those he loves.  The great commandment is to Love others as we love 
ourselves.  The greatest action we can do to show this love is the great 
commission.  We love others when we are willing to do whatever it takes 
to see them have eternal life.  Do you love God enough to do this?  Do 
you love others enough to do this?  

Conclusion 
Listen, if you neglect to do this you are showing God that you 

don't really love him and you don't really love people. Perhaps because of

your determination to reject the great commandment and the great 
commission, like those in Jerusalem, your soul is being barricaded and you 
are about to be brought down and destroyed?  I'd prefer you to be motivated
to be obedient to the great commission through a love for God.  But, if that 
isn't working, I'll take a fear of God as well.  Please heed his call today.  Go 
into all the world baptizing in the name of the father and the son and the holy
spirit, teaching them to observe all that God has commanded of them, and 
know that He is with you even to the end of the age.  


