
Come And See Part 7
The Resurrection
Luke 24:1-49
Memory Verses: Matthew 28:6

MANUSCRIPTENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle) 
In the four Gospels we see the story of Easter.  We see how on 

Palm Sunday Jesus entered Jerusalem, praised as the long awaited for 
Messiah.  We see how people laid down their clothes and palm branches 
in honor of the return of the King.  We see how on Maundy Thursday 
Jesus ate the passover meal with his disciples.  There he washed their 
feet and gave them the bread and cup as a reminder of his sacrifice for 
us.  From there we see him enter the garden of Gethsemane where he 
prays for God's will and the strength to endure the cross.  After praying 
Judas, shows up to betray him with a kiss and the soldiers take him away
to be tried.  After four trials before the high priest Caiaphas, the Governor
of Judea, Pilate, the Governor of Galilee, Herod, and then Pilate again, 
Jesus is beaten and then sentenced to die on the cross.  On Good Friday
he was pierced.  A crown of thorns pierced his head, nails pierced his 
hands and feet, and a spear pierced his side.  After hours of the most 
excruciating death imaginable, into the hands of the Father, Jesus 
committed his Spirit and died!  He was wrapped in burial clothes and 
buried in the tomb of the Pharisee Joseph of Aramathea and laid there for
three days.  

This brings us to the resurrection.  Read this account with me in 
the Gospels starting with Matthew 28:1-8, Luke 24:1-12, John 20:1-10, 
Mark 16:1-8.  

There are a couple of commonalities described in each of these 
passages.  On the first day of the week a group of women which included
Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, come to the 
tomb to anoint Jesus' body with spices to preserve it.  Upon arriving they 
realize that the tombstone has been rolled away and that the body of 
Jesus is not there.  They encounter angels who tell them that Jesus has 
risen as he said he would and they run off to tell the disciples. The 
disciples come to investigate for themselves but struggle to believe that 
Jesus is really risen.   

Perhaps you are like the disciples this morning and you are still 
struggling to believe that Jesus has indeed risen.  This morning I want to 
show you through the Gospel passages that Jesus is indeed risen and 
alive and wants to reveal himself to you.  The Risen Christ Longs To 
Reveal Himself To Those Who Are Willing To See Him.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
After the resurrection, Jesus first reveals himself to the women who 

came to the tomb seeking to anoint his body.  The Risen Christ Reveals 
Himself To Those Who Seek Him.  Look with me at Matthew 28:9-10. Here
Jesus reveals himself to Mary the mother of James, Joanna, also named 
Salome, Mary Magdalene, and the other unnamed ladies.  They hold onto 
his feet and worship him.  These women loved Jesus.  These women had 
followed Jesus for three years and been a part of his larger group of 
disciples.  They had seen and experienced his miracles and now they were 
experiencing the greatest miracle of all.

Mark 16:9-11 & John 20:11-18 give special attention to Mary 
Magdalene's experience.   The scripture makes special mention that Mary 
was the first to see Jesus, who earlier in their relationship had cast nine 
demons out of her.  It has long been believed that she was also the woman 
who was caught in adultery that Jesus saved from being stoned saying, 
“whoever is without sin, cast the first stone.” No wonder Mary loves him so 
much.  To whom much is forgiven, much is required and Mary had been 
forgiven of much.  We see Mary weeping, when Jesus, disguised as the 
gardener asks her, “who are you seeking?”  She tells him that she is seeking
her Lord.  At that moment Jesus calls her by name and she recognizes him. 

I love how Jesus uses the phrase “who are you seeking?”  It is a very
relevant question to all of us today?  Are we seeking after popularity, 
prestige, power, or pleasure?  Are we seeking our own glory or the glory of 
another?  Are we seeking for answers to our deepest questions?  If it is true 
that each of us have a God shaped hole in our heart, then perhaps 
unknowingly we are all seeking after Jesus the Lord.  I hope today you find 
him.  In Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus tells us that when we seek him we will find him.

It's simple.  If you desire to see the risen Christ, as Mary Magdalene 
did, you must seek after him.  You must seek him in prayer.  You must seek 
him in the word.  You must seek him in those who call themselves his 
followers.  Jesus isn't hiding.  He's right here, all you must do is seek him.  If 
you diligently seek Jesus, Jesus will make his presence evident in your 
life.  The Risen Christ Longs To Reveal Himself To Those Who Are 
Willing To See Him.  

After revealing himself to the women at the tomb, Jesus then 
discloses himself to two of his followers walking on the road to Emmaus.  
The Risen Christ Discloses Himself To Those Who Walk With Him.  
Look with me at Mark 16:12-13 and Luke 24:13-35.  Here we see two guys 
traveling a couple of miles from Jerusalem talking about the weekend's 
events. We are only given the name of one of the men; Cleopas.  
Somewhere along the journey Jesus joins the men on their walk but they 
don't recognize him.  



Jesus asks them what they are discussing and they reply that they
are talking about Jesus and how they had hoped he was the Messiah but 
then he died.  They even mention the women from the tomb coming and 
saying that he had risen, but they weren't so sure.  At that moment Jesus 
reminds them that the Old Testament scriptures told of the fact that the 
Messiah would have to die and rise again.  

In the same way these men were walking with Jesus, we walk 
with Jesus when we study the scriptures to show ourselves approved.  
The word opens our eyes to the truth of the resurrection, and everything 
else.  

Later, Jesus discloses himself to them, and their eyes are opened 
when Jesus breaks the bread with them.  The New Testament often 
equates the Word of God with bread.  When the Word is opened, when 
the bread is broken, and preached the risen lord is disclosed to us.  I 
think the lesson here is this...The greatest way we can walk with Jesus is
to walk with him in the Word and the foremost way Jesus is disclosed to 
us is through his Word.  You want to see the risen Christ, walk with him in
the Word!  The Risen Christ Longs To Reveal Himself To Those Who 
Are Willing To See Him.  

The last people Jesus unveils himself to on the day of his 
resurrection are the disciples who are hiding in doubt.  The Risen Christ 
Faithfully Unveils Himself To Those Struggling In Their Faith.  Look 
with me at Mark 16:14 and Luke 24:36-49.   The first thing Jesus does is 
rebuke them for their unbelief, but just because Jesus rebukes you it 
doesn't mean that he doesn't continue to love you and show grace to you.
No matter how many times we may forsake him, he promises that for 
those of us who have placed our lives in his, he will never leave us nor 
forsake us.  Also notice that Jesus' rebuke is gentle.  He's not harsh or 
overbearing, even though he has every right to.  He shows them his scar 
and lets them touch him.  He eats with them and he opens their minds to 
understand the scriptures about his death and Resurrection.  Lastly, he 
gives them the mission of being his witnesses and promises them the 
power of the holy spirit to help them.   Funny how Jesus' rebuke seems 
like more of a blessing.  

We see this in greater detail when we look at how Jesus deals 
with Thomas.  Thomas is known as Doubting Thomas because he was 
the last of Jesus' followers to believe in the resurrection.  Look with me at 
John 20:19-29.  Thomas is not there the first time Jesus discloses himself
to the disciples so Jesus in his grace, returns to personally assure 
Thomas.   Again, he lets him see the scars and place his hand in his side.
At that moment Thomas confesses that Jesus is his Lord and God.  And 
then, don't miss it, Jesus reminds him, greater are those who have not 
seen and still believe.  

The point is simple.  In this life we may never see the risen Christ in 
the flesh, but there is certainly enough evidence for us to believe in him.  
There are historical documents that point to his resurrection, there 
archaeological evidence that points to his resurrection.  And there is strong 
logical reasoning that points to his resurrection.  These all present a case for
the resurrection.  These, combined with the Word, and the Holy Spirit, give 
us a reason to believe.  Though we may not see him physically, our faith 
doesn't have to be blind.  Blessed are we when we can't see him and yet 
believe in his resurrection.  The Risen Christ Longs To Reveal Himself To
Those Who Are Willing To See Him.  

Application 
The evidence for Jesus' resurrection is overwhelming.  This is why 

the authorities had to engage in a major cover up.  Look at our final portion 
of scripture this morning in Matthew 28:11-15.  They paid the soldiers to say 
that the disciples had stolen his body.  But even this lie did not work.  After 
the resurrection, belief in Christ's resurrection skyrocketed.  In just a few 
short days the Church would have over ten thousand followers.  

The point is clear; immediately after rising from the Grave Jesus 
showed himself to his followers who were in doubt.  To the women at the 
tomb.  To the men on the road to Emmaus.  And finally to his disciples.  And 
now he has revealed himself to us.  

Even though the resurrection may be the most scrutinized event of all
time, the risen Christ has revealed himself to us through his Word, his Holy 
Spirit, those in the Church, and through academic means.  Why?  Because 
he reveals himself to those who seek him, those who walk with him, and 
even those who may have doubts about him. 

Conclusion
If you are struggling with whether or not Jesus rose from the dead 

allow him to reveal himself to you today.  He is risen.  He is risen in deed. 


