
Come And See Part 10
The Second Coming 
Matthew 24:27-50
Memory Verses: Luke 12:35-36

MANUSCRIPTMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
Today we come to the end of our Easter Series.  Each week 

we've asked you to Come and See the events which are traditionally 
considered a pivotal aspect of the Easter season.  We've seen Jesus 
telling his disciples that he would most certainly die.  We've seen the last 
supper where Christ washed the disciples feet, gave them the 
communion, and pointed out his betrayer.  We've seen the prayer in the 
garden that perhaps God would let the cup pass from Christ, but yet not 
my will but yours be done.  We've seen the betrayal with a kiss, the mock 
trials, the unjust verdict.  We've seen the crucifixion and we've seen the 
resurrection.  

And of course that is where many would end the story, but we 
have continued this series beyond what is typically considered Easter for 
a few reasons.  One, we are in a year long journey through the Gospels 
and we have to find a place for all of it's contents.  Secondly, we believe 
that Easter doesn't end with the resurrection, but that the spirit of Easter 
lives within us for all of eternity.  This is why we've also asked you to 
Come and See the Ascension of Christ where he emphatically declares 
that he will return just as he has left us.  This is why we have asked you 
to Come and See the End Times that will proceed the second Coming of 
Christ.  We believe that... Easter is living every single day in the death 
and resurrection of Christ through the Holy Spirit as He empowers us 
to live out and share the Gospel to see the lost saved and God glorified 
until He returns.     And, this is why we have asked you at last to Come 
and See the final event of this era, The Second Coming of Christ.  

Last week we looked at the End Times and the tribulation period 
through the words of Christ in the Gospels.  That time ends with the 
return of Christ.  Let's read Matthew 24:27-31 together.  The final reaping 
of the saved will happen when Christ returns after the tribulation and 
gathers the elect from the earth.  Following this reaping Christ will one 
last time separate the sheep from the goats at the great white throne 
judgement.  Those who were his, to eternal life.  Those who didn't trust in 
him, to eternal damnation.  This concludes this age of the Earth. 

This morning our goal is to prepare you for the second coming of 
Christ.  That when that time comes you will be ready.  That you would be 
like the faithful and wise servant in Matthew 24:45-47.  The Master Is 
Soon Returning.  Blessed Will Be Those Who Are Ready To Serve 

Him When He Arrives. 
Before we jump into the meat of the sermon there is one matter 

which we must discuss and that is the difference between the rapture and 
the second coming.  As the renowned pastor David Jeremiah says, “at the 
Rapture, Jesus will return for His saints.  At the Second Coming, He will 
return with His saints.  At the Rapture, Jesus will not descend to earth.  At 
the Second Coming, He will descend to the Mount of Olives as a prelude to 
His earthly reign.  At the Rapture, Jesus will bring a blessing for His saints.  
At the Second Coming, He will bring judgment for those who have rejected 
Him.  

The Rapture is only spoken of in one place in the Bible and that is in 1
Thessalonians 4:16-17.  The event describes the Lord descending and the 
Archangels blowing trumpets and then the dead in Christ will rise first and 
then we will rise and meet them with the Lord in the air and be with him 
forever.  Now, it is possible that the event described here is also the second 
coming, but most theologians believe that they are different events 
happening years apart.  There are those who believe the rapture will happen
before the tribulation period and there are those who believe the rapture will 
happen during the middle of the tribulation.  

Many have argued over these things for hundreds of years.  
Churches have been split over pre-trib or mid-trib.  And I think that is so 
foolish.  Why?  First, because all that has been revealed in scripture has not 
and cannot be fully understood.  There are things that are written in a way 
that they cannot be interpreted correctly until they have already occurred.  If 
you meet someone who says they have conquered eschatology and knows 
all that will happen in the end times and beyond according to scripture, I 
would say that that would be a very arrogant statement.   

Secondly, because it doesn't really matter that much whether we 
figure it out.  What matters is that one day whether before the tribulation, 
during the tribulation, or after the tribulation, those in Christ will be gathered 
to be with Christ forever, and those who still reject Christ will be condemned.
It's as simple as that.  So whenever the rapture is or whenever the second 
coming is... be ready!  The Master Is Soon Returning.  Blessed Will Be 
Those Who Are Ready To Serve Him When He Arrives.

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we notice here concerning the Second Coming is... 

The Second Coming Of Christ Will Be Unmistakable.  When Christ 
comes back it will be a spectacular event.  He will come on the clouds with 
power and great glory and the Heavens will be shaken.  Look with me at 
Luke 21:27, and Mark 13:25-27.  No one will miss him.  Everyone will see 
him.  According to Rev. 1:7 when Christ comes back it will not be possible to
ignore him.  Even those who pierced him will look upon him in fear.  

Of course, with such spectacle, it makes sense that the Second 



Coming would be obvious, but there is another reason.  His coming will 
also be signaled beforehand.  There will be plenty of signs leading up to 
his coming.  Mark 13:24-25, 28-31, and Matthew 24:32-35, 37-39 tell us 
that there will be the most spectacular natural disasters within the 
tribulation period to warn us and then if that's not enough it will be pitch 
black.  There will be no sunlight, no moonlight, and the stars will fall out of
the sky.  When Jesus comes back the world will look like it never has 
before so that no one could question whether this is the time or not.  

We also see a couple of illustrations here.  The first is that of the 
Fig Tree.  When the fig tree puts out it's leaves you know that summer is 
near, so also when you see these signs in the heaven's you will know that
Christ is near.  The second is that of the times of Noah.  Just as in the 
times of Noah, the people had no cares for their sin or the coming 
calamity until the moment it happened.  Even though there will be plenty 
of signs, signs that should make it clear that Jesus is coming back, they 
will either ignore them or believe they can overcome him.  They can't.  
They won't. When it finally happens, it will be unmistakable. Even though 
many will ignore the signs, the second coming of Christ will be 
unmistakable to all! The Master Is Soon Returning. Blessed Will Be 
Those Who Are Ready To Serve Him When He Arrives.  

The second thing we see concerning the Second Coming of Christ
is that... The Second Coming Of Christ Will Be Surprising.  It's very 
interesting; even though the Second Coming will unmistakable when it 
happens, it will still happen when many are not expecting it.  How can this
be possible?  Because there are many who will not be ready.  There will 
be plenty of signs to signal that the Second Coming of Christ is at hand, 
but no one knows the exact time and it will still catch many off guard.  
Look with me at Matthew 24:36, and Mark 13:32-33.  Here we see that 
only the Father knows the time, not the angels or the even the Son. 
Someday God will tell Jesus, “Go,” and then he will come again at once 
surprising many who were not ready for his coming.   

The Gospels show us the differences between those who will be 
ready at that time and those who will not.  Look with me at Matthew 
24:40-44, and Luke 17:30-37.  Two men will be in a field, one will be 
taken while the other will be left behind.  Two women will be working at 
the mill and one will be taken while the other will be left behind.  

How can we be assured that we are ready.  How can we know 
that we won't be left behind when Christ comes again?  Simple!  We must
stay awake.  Look at  Luke 12:35-40.  Metaphorically speaking, we must 
be dressed for action, we must keep our lamps burning, we must be 
waiting for the master, we must be ready to open the door, and we must 
be awake.   Those who aren't will be left but those who are ready will be 
blessed.  Blessed are the servants who are ready.  Look at Mark 13:34-

37.  Don't let him find you asleep.  
What does it mean to stay awake and not fall asleep.  Of course it's 

not wrong to fall asleep or to even be asleep when he comes again.  But it is
wrong to be asleep spiritually speaking.  All throughout the Bible, spiritual 
sleep is akin to saying that someone has not been awakened to the truths of
God's salvation.  The spiritually asleep do not have faith in God or his son.  
Therefore they are also asleep to the salvation he is bringing at the time of 
his return.  To be spiritually asleep is to be resting in the condemnation of 
your sins.  When Jesus wakes you up there will be no second chances.  
Therefore we must remain awake.  There is only one way to be awakened to
the spiritual realities of God's salvation in Christ; through faith and 
repentance.  The only way to be ready for the return of Christ is to place 
your faith in Jesus as your salvation from sin and to turn from your life of sin 
and make him your Lord.  If you fail to do this, you will most certainly be left 
behind. 

But what about those who are back slidden?  Are they spiritually 
awake?  Have they fallen back asleep?  I really don't like answering these 
questions.  For one, I'm not God and only God gives the final judgement on 
one's sin.  For another, I believe once saved always saved.  So yes, there 
can be those who fall back into sin for a season who are still “awake.”  Let's 
look at these verses in Matthew 24:48-50, and Luke 12:41-46.  If we are 
truly believers then we will not get caught slipping back into awful sinful 
habits that ruin our testimonies and defame our Lord.  Yes, I believe in once 
saved always saved, but I also believe once saved always following.  The 
question isn't are you in sin as much as... “does your heart desire to follow 
after Jesus and his ways or is your heart following after self and this 
world?”  Are you ready for the Master to return?  The Master Is Soon 
Returning.  Blessed Will Be Those Who Are Ready To Serve Him When 
He Arrives.  

The last thing we need to see here about the second coming is this...
The Second Coming Of Christ Will Be Judgment.  Look with me at Mark 
8:38-9:1, and Matthew 16:27-28.  Thought these words are hard to hear, we 
must hear them.  When Jesus comes back he will be ashamed of those who
have turned their back on him.  When Jesus comes back he will repay each 
person according to what they have done in their sinfulness.  And, as the 
parable of the servant concludes in Luke 12:47-48, the people who are not 
ready for the master to come back will receive a severe beating.  

Finally, look with me at Matthew 25:31-46.  When Jesus comes into 
his glory and sits on his throne he will grant his followers entrance into 
heaven and he will cast those who do not follow him into hell.  Here their 
Christianity or lack there of, is reflected in the way they treat people. The 
lost, though they may be involved in all kinds of causes still live for 
themselves more than they do others or Christ.  The true believers on the 



other hand live sacrificial lives for others and Christ way more than they 
live for themselves.  They give food, water, shelter, and clothing, to the 
needy in the name of Jesus.  

The point is simple, get ready while there is still time.  When 
Christ comes back there will be an indescribable reward to receive or a 
terrible price to pay. You will either inherit glory or inherit eternal shame, 
beatings, and repayment for your sins.  There will be no more time to fix 
your situation.  When Jesus comes back, the time to decide whether to 
follow him or not will be gone.  The Master Is Soon Returning.  
Blessed Will Be Those Who Are Ready To Serve Him When He 
Arrives.   

Application 
One day, we don't know the day or the time, but one day Jesus is 

coming back to rapture his followers for the final time.  At that he will 
judge the whole world for their sins.  Only those who know Christ will be 
spared.  There will be no more chances to follow him.  Rather, you must 
be ready before he comes.   The only way to be assured that you are 
awake and ready is to be saved today! So are you ready?  Do you want 
to be today? 

Conclusion
As C.S. Lewis once said, “the doctrine of the Second Coming 

teaches us that we do not and cannot know when the world drama will 
end.  The curtain may be run down at any moment; say, before you have 
finished [hearing] this paragraph.”


