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The Wedding Feast
Luke 14:7-24, Matthew 25:1-13
Memory Verses: Matthew 22:14

MANUSCRIPTENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
We're in a series about the parables called The Stories of Jesus.  

A parable is normally thought of as a short story using an easily 
understood concept to teach a spiritual truth.  Jesus used parables in this
way, but also for a more important reason; to reveal those who had open 
hearts to hear and those who had hardened hearts which would not hear.
As we've said, the parables were really a spiritual barometer to determine
believers from non-believers.  Those who came back seeking for the 
explanation were granted the truth, while those who cared less for a 
greater explanation carried on in ignorance.  

Many of these parables have to do with the kingdom of heaven.  
You see, the kingdom of heaven was a very hard concept for the people 
in the Jesus' day to understand.  They thought it was about one thing, 
while Jesus makes it clear through his parables that its about something 
else completely.  Rather than an earthly kingdom that can be accessed 
through works, Jesus wants his followers to understand that he's talking 
about a spiritual kingdom that can only be accessed through a faith in 
Him.  

This week we are going to be looking at four parables that show 
us how the kingdom of God is a like a wedding feast.  Now before we 
start let's understand what Jesus is talking about when he talks about a 
wedding feast.  We don't really have wedding feasts in our culture.  In our
culture the wedding ceremony is the main event with a smaller reception 
to follow that may include a wedding cake, and some food or hors 
d'oeurvres.  I've been to some weddings where all I got afterwards was a 
2 inch by 2 inch piece of cake, and that's fine if you weren't expecting 
anything else.  But if you are expecting a meal and all you get is a Little 
Debbie sized piece of cake... well thats kind of disappointing isn't it?  But, 
in Jesus' day the wedding ceremony was very short and the wedding 
feast that followed was the main event.  And it would often include a huge
meal, dancing, and activities that would last for days.  

I was able to get an idea of what it would have been like in Jesus' 
day when I was invited to a wedding feast in India.  The entire village was
decorated for the celebration, there must have been over 500 people, 
and the meal and dancing lasted for 12 straight hours.  It was unlike 
anything I had ever experienced.  The food and the festivities never ran 
out.  It was incredible.  

But there are couple of other things about this wedding feast that 
also caught my attention.  It was clear that there was designated seating for 
people according to their prestige and positions.  Some sat in places of 
greater honor than others.  Another thing that caught my attention was that 
everyone was invited.  The rich, the poor, the influential, and the outcasts.  
We see these elements discussed in the parables we will look at this 
morning.  And we are reminded that as believers we should refrain from 
taking the place of honor, and we should extend grace to all without 
impartiality.  But more so, this morning we must see that when we are 
invited to the wedding feast we should come and come prepared.  If we don't
it will be like eating a small piece of cake and missing the feast.  We must 
respond to God's wedding feast invitation with humility, generosity, 
availability, and readiness.  The bottom line is this; We Shouldn't Settle For
A Measly Piece Of Cake When The Lord Has Prepared For Us A Huge 
Wedding Feast.  

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing I want us to see here today is that... Everyone Who 

Humbles Themselves Will Be Exalted In The Kingdom Of God.  Let's 
look at our first parable today; the parable of the place of honor found in 
Luke 14:7-11.  Jesus is invited to a Pharisees house on the Sabbath, not as 
an honored guest, but as a spectacle to be scrutinized.  Without wasting 
anytime he heals a man and leads in a discussion about whether or not it is 
okay to heal on the Sabbath.  It's clear to see that Jesus is always 
challenging the religious system.  But Jesus doesn't stop there, no, he's 
merely getting started.  

In vs.7 Jesus notices that many people are vying for the most 
honored places at the table and he doesn't like it.  History tells us that in 
most settings in jewish culture, the most honored person would sit in the 
middle seat while the others would sit on the seats around them.  The closer
you were to the middle seat the more honored your place was. At a wedding
the middle seats would be reserved for the Bride and the Groom while those
closest would be reserved for family, dignitaries, or other people of note.  In 
this setting the host Pharisee would most doubtably be seated in the middle 
seat while Jesus was most likely seated in a less honorable seat.  While this 
didn't bother Jesus in the least, he was able to notice that as people would 
leave to go get more food or drink or use the restroom the seats would shift. 
Every time a more honorable seat came available someone would rush to 
get it.  Kind of like a more dignified game of musical chairs.  This happens in
our house as well.  The most desired seat in our house is the couch.  If 
whoever is on the couch needs to get up, they will say, I called the couch.  
But, it doesn't matter, as soon as they get up someone else will swoop in 
and steal it.  

So Jesus tells them this parable to lead them to a spiritual truth; 



those who seek honor for themselves will be disgraced while those who 
do not seek honor for themselves will be lifted up.  We need to recognize 
something this morning; honor cannot be taken; it must be given, and in 
the context of the kingdom, it can only be given by God. 

The Life Application Commentary says this; “Who are those who 
exalt themselves? They are the arrogant people.  They're the ones who, 
in any group of people, would rather talk than listen, dominating the 
conversation with their own ideas.  They consistently think everyone else 
is far less intelligent than they are.  They treat people as less than.  And, 
who are the humble people? Truly humble people compare themselves 
only with Christ, realize their sinfulness, and understand their limitations.  
They also recognize their gifts and strengths and are willing to use them 
as Christ directs. Humility is not self-degradation; it is realistic 
assessment and commitment to serve.”

So, how can we be humble?  Here are three practical tips you can
start putting into practice today.  First, if you desire a position of honor, 
instead of promoting yourself, support someone else.  Secondly, If you 
want to be regarded as great in your field or any other, be an avid learner
and an infrequent instructor.  And third, Always direct your own 
ambitions away from yourself and towards someone else's gain.  Then 
when honor comes to you, it will be the Lord who establishes you and 
not yourself.  

The bottom line is this.  Those who exalt themselves in the 
kingdom of God will be humbled and those who humble themselves to 
the Lordship of God will be exalted forever in eternity.  Those who seek 
honor in this life are merely settling for a morsel of cake instead of 
feasting on the meal.  We Shouldn't Settle For A Measly Piece Of 
Cake When The Lord Has Prepared For Us A Huge Wedding Feast.

The second thing I want us to see this morning is that... Everyone
Who Gives Generously To The Poor Will Be Repaid In The Kingdom.
Look with me at the next parable here in Luke 14:12-14; the parable of 
the banquet.  After speaking about humility and honor, Jesus turns his 
attention to the types of people at the party. He looks around and notices 
that the only people at the party other than himself are rich, wealthy, and 
elite.  So he gives them another parable concerning a banquet/wedding 
feast.  

Again the meaning of this parable is clear.  We shouldn't invite the
wealthy thinking that they will return the favor.  In fact what's in it for us 
should never even factor into the equation.  As Christians we should be 
without bias.  Our love for our fellow human beings should be the only 
determining factor in who we choose to serve.  When God's people can 
do good, without expecting reward or repayment, they will have truly 
served Him unselfishly.  

And then Jesus goes even further.  He says that if we were to show 
any favor at all we must prioritize the needy who cannot pay us back.  They 
are the ones who could truly benefit from a meal and a celebration.  The 
point is simple, we should offer to others what they cannot pay back 
because we have been given a reward that we can never payback.  Jesus 
has saved us and will one day glorify us, so God assures us, whatever we 
give from the heart, and whatever we can do to help those in need in this 
world, will be repaid in the kingdom with eternal treasure. Why then would 
we ever settle for the temporary repayments of this world when we have 
eternal reward in heaven?  It's like eating a small piece of cake instead of 
the feast. We Shouldn't Settle For A Measly Piece Of Cake When The 
Lord Has Prepared For Us A Huge Wedding Feast.  

Next we must see this morning that... Everyone Who Prioritizes 
The Kingdom Will Be Brought In.  Let's move to the next parable here in 
Luke 14:15-24; the parable of the wedding feast.  Jesus begins with a 
wedding feast parable about the importance of humility, then he speaks a 
wedding feast parable about impartiality and giving, and finally he gets a 
response from one of the other guests; “blessed is he who will eat at the 
feast in the kingdom of God.” At first this seems like a good statement, but 
let's examine the context one more time. This person, probably another 
pharisee, assumed that he and his fellow high-society individuals would be 
blessed as part of that future celebration.  They fully assumed they were on 
their way to the kingdom of God.  They had their seats reserved in the 
highest places of honor in heaven.  But Jesus shatters this misconception 
making it clear that no one is reserved except those who humbly accept the 
offer of salvation given by Christ.  

Let's look at the parable from Matthew's account.  Matthew 22:1-10.  
In both accounts the announcement is made and the invites are sent out.  
The man/king completely expects everyone he has invited to attend.  But 
one after one they make excuses as to why they can't come.  Don't you just 
hate that?  You make a big to do and you plan for a big crowd because 
everyone is like, “i'll be there” and then no one shows up? I remember a 
couple years ago when I was a youth pastor at another church, I planned a 
7th grade daddy daughter dance as part of our discipleship plan.  We had the
best decorations, the best food, and it was going to be a lot of fun, and then 
at the last minute no one showed up.  I remember feeling crushed.  I felt like 
the biggest failure stupid face ever.  I'm sure that's how the man in this 
parable felt.  

So what did he do?  He said forget my fake friends, I'll invite the 
people I don't know.  I'll invite strangers and outcasts and the forgotten. 
Surely they will come.  In Matthew's account those who were invited didn't 
just stand the king up, some of them even killed his servants. This likens 
back to Don's sermon a couple weeks ago where the religious elite killed the



prophets, John the baptist, and eventually Jesus.  So the king has the evil
people that stood him up and killed his servants put to death and their 
cities burned.  The point is the same either way.  Israel was the first 
people who were invited into the kingdom.  They were the chosen people,
blessed with God's covenant.  But they rejected his invitation.  They 
found excuses whether it be wealth or religion or whatever, and then they
killed his servants, including his Son.  So the king, God, now condemns 
the wicked unbelievers and invites us Gentiles into the party instead.  

And I believe this still relates to us today.  Are we making God's 
kingdom a priority or have we made excuses in order to do the other stuff
we really want to do instead?  Have we made ourselves available to God 
and his will or are we simply casual observers on the sideline?  As Jesus 
says elsewhere in the Gospels, “unless we put our hand to the plow and 
refrain from looking back we are unfit for the kingdom of God.”  We must 
devote ourselves fully to his kingdom first!  And why wouldn't we?  His 
kingdom is the best!  Life in Christ is the most fulfilling, satisfying, and 
meaningful way anyone can live in this world.  It is the feast.  Stop living 
for the trivial things of this world, making excuses to just eat a small piece
of cake.  We Shouldn't Settle For A Measly Piece Of Cake When The 
Lord Has Prepared For Us A Huge Wedding Feast.

Lastly, this morning we need to see that... Everyone Who Is 
Ready For The Kingdom Will Not Be Turned Away.  There is one more
parable that we can look at that deals with this whole them of the 
wedding feast. It's the parable of the ten virgins found in Matthew 25:1-
13.   Although we haven't taught on this parable yet in this series, the 
theme is very familiar; we must be ready when Jesus returns.  

A traditional wedding in Israel would include a short wedding 
ceremony followed by dancing and celebrating and would conclude at 
night with the wedding feast.  This feast would happen after the sun went 
down and with no street lights in those days, the groom would be led to 
the place of the feast by the wedding processional, including the 
bridesmaids. These bridesmaids or virgins as they are called here, would 
often be waiting hours for the groom to leave the party and prepare for 
the trip to the feast.  They had better have enough oil in their lamps to 
lead the way.  

The meaning behind this parable is clear. Those who will be let 
into the feast will be those who are prepared.  Look at Matthew 22:11-14. 
At the end of the parable of the wedding feast in Matthew we see an 
addition that we don't see in Luke.  The king comes into the wedding 
feast but sees a man who is not wearing a wedding garment, he is not 
prepared and should not be there.  He is then cast out into darkness. 
These two parable say the same thing; those who aren't prepared for the 
kingdom, whether it comes by death or by the rapture, or by the second 

coming, will be thrown into hell where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.  Matthew's parable then ends with our memory verse for the day, 
Matthew 22:14; “many are called, but few are chosen.” Those who are 
called to the wedding feast but reject God's invitation will be punished, as 
will those who seem to accept the call but fail to follow through. Listen, I 
believe in once saved always saved, but I also believe in once saved, 
always following.  And, without getting into a much larger discussion on 
election and free will, let's just understand the main point.  God wants all to 
come and come prepared, but many will not.  They are not chosen because 
they have not chosen Him.  It's that simple. 

Application 
The application is simple.  Are you ready for the kingdom of God?  

What is it that you are still holding onto?  Is it your pride?  Learn to humble 
yourself before others and your God. Is it your wealth and possessions?  
Learn to serve the poor and needy as unto the Lord. Is it your schedule?  
Are you not available for the ministry of our God?  Then you must dedicate 
your life to him and prioritize your life around his kingdom.  Is if your 
devotion?  Make yourself ready for the kingdom by putting oil in your lamps, 
by not quenching the work of the spirit in your soul, and by living every 
single day as unto the Lord. 

We must respond to God's wedding feast invitation with humility, 
generosity, availability, and readiness.  Otherwise it will be just like eating a 
small portion of cake instead of eating like a king at the wedding feast our 
Lord has prepared for you!  Many are called but few are chosen.  Which one
are you? We Shouldn't Settle For A Measly Piece Of Cake When The 
Lord Has Prepared For Us A Huge Wedding Feast

Conclusion
I don't believe it was by coincidence that this message was given to 

us on this day.  I am fully aware that this is a wedding cake and we will not 
let it go to waste.  And I am fully aware that we are about to eat our 
Independence Day Feast.  Here you can have both the cake and the feast 
too!  But in the kingdom you must choose, I pray you would choose to feast. 


