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MANUSCRIPTMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
This morning we've come to the end of our series on the parables;

the Stories of Jesus.  Throughout the past three months we've gone 
through every single parable that Jesus told in order to let his disciples 
and those who would listen know what His kingdom was all about.  
Simply put, It is a kingdom of faith, humility, compassion, and love.  Most 
of all, it is a very exclusive kingdom, open to all, but reserved for those 
who set apart in their heart's Jesus as Lord alone!  Jesus is the kingdom 
and only those who put their faith and trust in Him and repent of their 
sinfulness, will inherit Him.  

Today we close this series in a very fitting place; on a topic we've 
taught on here many times; Prayer!  You see Jesus knew that at some 
point his followers would grow weary waiting on the kingdom to come, 
and who could blame them, 2000 years is an awfully long time to wait.  
So Jesus directs us towards prayer.  When we grow weary, frustrated, or 
fed up with our current context we could try to fix the situation ourselves 
or we could depend upon the one who is able to move heaven and earth 
to meet our needs.  And, the greatest way we show our dependence 
upon God is prayer.  

This morning we are going to see two parables that show us how 
to pray and how prayer works.  As we have said before, prayer is hard.  I 
have admitted to you my own struggles with prayer.  It is hard to stay 
faithful in prayer.  It's hard to find the time or the motivation to pray 
sometimes.  Still, we believe that beyond a shadow of a doubt that 
prayer is our first response and not a last resort.  My hope today is that
for those of us struggling with prayer as a discipline would find a major 
breakthrough.  That today prayer truly would become your first response. 
Today we are going to see that... persistent humble prayer to a 
merciful and compassionate father is never ignored. 

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we need to see this morning is that... God Always 

Keeps His Promises To Those Who Faithfully Pray.  We see this in 
The Parable of the Persistent Widow found in Luke 18:1-8.  Knowing that 
prayer is hard and that it is possible that we may want to give up on it at 
times, Jesus gives his disciples a parable on the importance of never 
giving up on prayer. 

Jesus tells them a story about a judge who doesn't fear God and has 
no compassion for his people.  A needy widow repeatedly comes before the 
judge to plead her case but is constantly ignored.  Nevertheless, she refuses
to give up.  Day after day she comes to the judge.  Eventually, he says to 
himself, “though I don't fear God or have compassion for people, this woman
is driving me crazy and thus I must answer her request.” 

Jesus then explains that the widow received the justice she sought 
because of her persistence.  If an uncaring and ungodly judge will give you 
justice when you persist how much more will a caring and holy father give 
you justice when you call upon him? 

There are a couple of things to gather from this parable.  First, the 
idea of continuous prayer would have been a new idea to the Jews who had 
long ago adopted the idea of only praying three times a day.  We should 
keep our requests before God as one who lives depending on him to answer
us.  Secondly, we aren't bothering God when we pray to him.  One of the 
reasons the Jews only prayed three times a day was because they didn't 
want to bother God anymore than that.  But this parable assures us, we 
cannot pray enough to bother our Lord.  Our constant prayers are 
something he desires. They are not a hinderance. Third, never ceasing 
persistent prayer is our calling.  As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are 
dependent sinners trusting in the loving mercy of the only one who can 
answer our calls.  

Lastly, the issue at the forefront is the issue of Justice.  If we take this
parable in context, it is not guaranteeing us that if we persist in prayer on 
any issue that God will grant our request.  Sometimes God's plan demands 
a different outcome then the one we are begging for.  If we have an 
unrealistic expectation that God promises that he will answer every single 
one of our requests we will be very disappointed and eventually made at 
God when he doesn't deliver.   God isn't a genie in a bottle who is going to 
give you everything you want.  Sometimes what you need isn't what you 
want.  But where God has promised something he is telling us that if we 
persist in faithful prayer he will deliver on his promise!  In this case he has 
promised us justice.  Once again, not justice on every issue in this life.  You 
are still going to have people wrong you and get away with it.  It happens all 
the time.  But in the end game; in the final judgement, those who are evil 
and ungodly will receive their just punishment.  In the kingdom, Jesus is 
promising Justice! 

Again, we have another passage in Luke 11:5-10 that deals with this 
subject.  Some consider this a parable, some just a hypothetical situation. 
Regardless, we include it here because it teaches us the same thing that we
saw in the parable of the persistent widow.  Here a man goes to his neighbor
in the middle of the night desperate for some bread because he has just 
received guests and has no food for them.  This is a plausible situation.  
With no way to call ahead, guests would arrive without prior arrangements.  



And as was the custom, the host was to supply food and lodging for his 
guests.  It was a very dishonorable thing to not bring someone into your 
home with the most hospitable welcome.  So the man goes to his 
neighbor begging for food to feed his new guests. Only in a situation this 
desperate would a person do this to their neighbor.  

Jesus says that it is not because the men are friends that the 
neighbor would meet his request, but because of his imprudence.  In the 
greek the word is translated as boldness.  The NIV uses the word 
persistence.   The man was so persistent that his neighbor helped him.  

Here we see a phrase that is repeated elsewhere in the teachings 
of Jesus.  In verse 9 it says, ask and it will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and it will be opened to you. Do we trust that Jesus will 
help us when we ask?  Do we trust that Jesus will help us find what we 
seek?  Do we trust that Jesus will open to us the doors we are knocking 
on? What door are you knocking on this morning that you need Jesus to 
open?  He says, surely if you knock it will be opened! 

Again, if he has promised it it is sure.  If he hasn't promised to give
you your specific request he has still promised to give you peace that 
passes understanding in the midst of the situation.  And in the end he has
promised perfect eternal rest in the kingdom.  But more specifically in this
passage he again tells us of something that he has promised to give us if 
we pray for it and that is the Holy Spirit.  Two things you can be assured 
of if you pray for them with persistence. Justice and The Holy Spirit!  

Jesus also adds a small tidbit about generous fathers which 
solidifies his desire to answer our prayers. Let me get some volunteers 
from among our kids this morning.  Are you guys hungry?  Do any of you 
like fish?  I love fish!  Well ask me for a fish. *Gives a snake.   That's not 
a fish is it?  No that's a snake!  You asked for something good and I gave 
you something bad!  How many of you like eggs?  I love eggs. Fried, 
scrambled, hard boiled, doesn't matter, love them!  Ask me for an egg! 
*Gives a scorpion.   That's not an egg is it! That's a scorpion.  You asked 
for something good and I gave you something bad!  Is that the way God 
works?  That if you ask for something good he will give you something 
evil?  Of course not.  If you ask for a fish a good father will give you a 
fish.  *gives a fish. Or if you ask for an egg will give you and egg. *gives 
an egg.  

The greatest gift we've ever asked for is salvation from our sin 
found in Christ's kingdom.  And how did he respond?  With the greatest 
gift ever, salvation and the Holy Spirit!  I assure you, you may not get the 
exact thing you are praying for at this moment, but if you persist God will 
always come through.  Persistent humble prayer to a merciful and 
compassionate father is never ignored.  

The second thing we need to see this morning is that... God 

Exalts Those Who Repent In Humility.   We see this through The Parable 
of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector found in the next part of Luke 18; Luke
18:9-14.  After the parable of the persistent widow, Jesus then goes into 
another parable on prayer.  Here we see two men.  One a pharisee who is 
proud and self-righteous; who doesn't see himself as having any flaws.  He 
reminds God of his righteous state.   The other man is a tax collector who 
recognizes his sinfulness and begs God for mercy in repentance.  

Jesus then says that salvation was available for the tax collector and 
not the pharisee, for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled but 
everyone who is humbled will be exalted. The point is simple.  God isn't 
interested in your righteousness.  He is only interested in your recognition 
that your righteousness is nothing next to his.  He isn't interested in your 
good works, rather he is only interested in your repentance and need for 
salvation found in the works of Christ. 

Prayer isn't primarily for having your requests answered by God, 
although God hears us and answers us if we are persistent.  Prayer is first 
and foremost a means of aligning our will with God's will through 
repentance.   When we pray to God broken, humble, and sorrowful over our 
sin, he will always forgive us, restore us, and transform us more into his 
likeness through the Holy Spirit.  Persistent humble prayer to a merciful 
and compassionate father is never ignored.

Application 
The application this morning is clear.  We definitely need to pray and 

we definitely need to be constant, consistent, and persistent in prayer.  But 
there are a couple of things to remember. God isn't just going to give you 
everything you ask for.  He is always going to give you what he has 
promised to give you.  And if he doesn't give you what you want he is giving 
you something better.  It doesn't always feel better but I assure you it is. 
And, we have his assurance that no matter what, he will give us the peace, 
patience, and fortitude to walk through it.  Just don't give up praying! 

Secondly, always pray with humility and repentance.  Never stand 
before God with your self-righteousness.  You aren't!  He is!  The more your 
acknowledge it the more you are going to grow in your walk with him.  
Persistent humble prayer to a merciful and compassionate father is 
never ignored.  

Conclusion 
The only fitting way to close a service on prayer is to pray! I'm going 

to ask you to pray with me but I'm going to ask us to do it a little different this
morning.  I'm going to ask you to circle up with 5 or 6 people near you and 
hold hands and go around the circle each praying out loud.  If you are an 
introvert who hates praying out loud then you can pray a one sentence 
prayer.  But everyone should participate.  I will lead us.  



The first prayer is for whatever door you are asking God to open 
up in your life or someone else's life. Pray that God would intervene or 
show you his will that you can accept it and that he would give you the 
peace to walk through it.  

The second prayer is a prayer of repentance, acknowledging your 
sin and your depravity before God and asking him for forgiveness and 
restoration.  


