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MANUSCRIPTMENTS 

Introduction (Me, We, & the Struggle)
Matthew 5:1-2 tells us, “seeing the crowds, he (Jesus) went up on 

the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him, and he 
opened his mouth and taught them.”  And thus began the most famous 
sermon in the entire Bible.  Many theologians believe The Sermon on the 
Mount was preached over a period of days, to a crowd big enough to fill 
some of our modern day sports arenas.  It covers three entire chapters in 
Matthew's Gospel and touches on over 20 different subjects which Christ 
expects his followers to adopt as part of their worldview.  John Stott has 
famously and correctly said that, “The Sermon on the Mount is probably 
the best known part of the teaching of Jesus, though it is the least 
understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed.”  This cannot be!  To 
follow Christ means to live according to the Sermon on the Mount.  It's 
practically impossible to follow Christ if you refuse to climb this mountain. 

Last week David Pierce began our study of this sermon by looking
at the Beatitudes.  Let's briefly look back again at Matthew 5:3-12.  In 
other words, you will be greatly blessed, both in this life and in the life to 
come when you are humble, compassionate, teachable, righteous, 
merciful, pure, peaceful, and persecuted for Christ's sake.  This list of 
attitudes and values, though not exhaustive, details the type of people 
that Jesus wants as his disciples, and the people that will eventually 
spend eternity with him.  Let us be careful to not simply enjoy this list as a
poetic passage which we may put on a picture or a book mark.  This list 
is, in part, the foundation of who we are in Christ.     

Which seamlessly leads us to the next part of this sermon where 
Jesus encourages his followers to be salt & light to the world.  If you live 
according to the Be-attitudes then you will inevitably be salt and light.   
Read with me the next portion in Matthew 5:13-16.  

You are the salt of the earth.  You are the light of the world.  What 
is the primary theme Christ is speaking about here?  Influence.  You are 
the very thing that preserves and enhances the flavor of this world.  You 
are the very thing that brings light into the darkness of this world, 
providing everyone with clear sight of the beauty of God's plan.  

You must be an influencer.   Not an influencer as it is defined in 
our current context.  We don't necessarily need you showing off your 
dancing skills on Instagram, Youtube, or Tiktok.  Rather, your influence 
should be so strong that it doesn't need superficiality.  Woodrow Wilson 

once told the story of being in a barbershop.  He says, “I was sitting in a 
barber chair when I became aware that a powerful personality had entered 
the room.  A man had come quietly in upon the same errand as myself to 
have his hair cut and sat in the chair next to me.  Every word the man 
uttered though it was not in the least didactic, showed a personal interest in 
the man who was serving him.  And before ai got through with what was 
begin done to me I was aware I had attended an evangelistic service, 
because it was Mr. D. L. Moody who was in that chair.  I purposely lingered 
in the room after he had left and noted the singular affect that his visit had 
brought upon the barbershop.  They talked in undertones.  They did not 
know his name, but they knew something had elevated their thoughts, and I 
felt that I left that place as I should have left a place of worship.  

Your influence as a believer is critical to the survival of humanity.  If 
you lose your saltiness, if you lose your light, then the world around you and 
those God has sovereignly chosen for you to influence will be lost.  This is a 
huge responsibility.  Be the salt of the world, and be the light of the world for 
the sake of your friends.  

But not just you personally, but also you collectively as the church.  
We must never lose our ability to stifle the corruption in our society or bring 
the light of truth to our community.  Rather than being influenced by this 
world, the Church must once again regain its calling to be the primary 
influence on this world.  This morning the sermon is a simple as it can get; 
in a decaying and dark world be salt that preserves people from the rot
of this world and be light that shows them the goodness of Christ. 

Teaching (Expand on the Problem, God)
The first thing we need to see this morning is that... As Christ's Salt 

We Must Influence The World To Preserve It's Morality.  Salt has always 
been very valuable to the world, but in antiquity it was even more valuable 
than we could imagine.  During a period of ancient Greek history it was 
called Theon, which means divine. The Romans believed that it was the 
second most important thing in the world next to the Sun.  More often than 
currency, Romans would be paid in salt which is where we get the word 
“salary.”  

Why?  Because it makes other foods taste good?  Because it has 
healing properties? Both of these are great qualities which make salt 
valuable.  But they pale in comparison to the fact that salt is a preservative.  
In ancient times salt was the greatest of all preservatives and was the sole 
means by which to keep meat and fish for long periods of time.  In short, if it 
weren't for salt, we would all still be hunter gatherers, eating for dinner what 
we killed this afternoon.  Salt opened the world up to long distance produce 
trade and to a large degree commerce in general.  It has been argued that 
salt was one of the reasons the Roman Empire became so vast.  

It was this characteristic that Jesus was emphasizing to his followers.



Christians are the preserving influence in the world; they stifle moral and 
spiritual spoilage.  Martin Lloyd-Jones makes the case that the only thing 
which kept England from experiencing as catastrophic a revolution as 
France at the end of the 18th century was the Evangelical Revival.  
Christianity had preserved England, at least for a time.  It's just one piece 
of evidence which shows that the only thing that can prevent the earth 
from degenerating any faster than it is, is the Church.  

The process is simple.  When you are filled with the Holy Spirit 
and living according to the word, you are a different person.  Everyone 
you speak with you change.  Everywhere you go, your presence is felt. 
When you speak, you speak life.  When you care for others you show 
them a morality worthy emulating.  As Ghandi once challenged us, be the
change you want to see in the world.  Be Jesus.  Be salt.  The only thing 
that can change a culture is the presence of people filled with Jesus.  

But what if salt looses it's saltiness.  Look with me at Luke 14:34-
35 and Mark 9:50.  The warning is clear.  If you call yourself a follower of 
Christ yet loose your ability to preserve the culture around you from 
decay, then you aren't a valuable Christian.  In other words, you aren't 
worth your salt.  This is why it is essential that we as believers always 
play our roll.  We must preserve.  In a decaying and dark world be salt 
that preserves people from the rot of this world and be light that 
shows them the goodness of Christ.  

The second thing we need to see is that... As Christ's Light We 
Must Influence The World To See The Gospel.  As salt we serve as a 
deterrent to moral decay, a type of passive warfare, but as light we go on 
the offensive.  Whereas salt is hidden, light is obvious. Salt works from 
within where as light from without. Salt is the way we live while light is the
way we preach.  Light not only reveals what is wrong and false but helps 
produce what is righteous and true.   

Look at Luke 11:33-36.  We have a responsibility to be full of light 
so that the light we shine is true light. And where do we find the true light.
The obvious answer is Jesus Christ.  According to Luke 1:79, Christ 
came to shine a light upon those who sit in darkness.  In John 8:12 Jesus
even calls himself the light of the world.  We find the light in Christ.  And 
so the light we shine is not our light, rather it is a reflection of the light of 
Christ. One must have the true light to shine the true light.  

And when we have the true light we must not choose to hide that 
light.  Mark 4:21 adds to what we see in Matthew 5.  The light must be 
shined in order to bring what is secret into light.  Luke 8:16-18 goes even 
further.  When we choose to hide the light, the light within us could be 
dimmed.  In a sense if you don't use it you will lose it.  The point is 
simple, light is meant to be seen.  No one hides it.  Please don't hide it. 
You shine the light of Christ every time you proclaim his name.  You 

shine the light of Christ every time you serve in his name. You shine the light
of Christ every time you share the truth of the Gospel.  The only thing that 
can reveal the truth of the beauty of God is the light of the Gospel.  In a 
decaying and dark world be salt that preserves people from the rot of 
this world and be light that shows them the goodness of Christ.

Application 
Ultimately the purpose of being salt and light is to bring glory to God. 

Matthew 5:16 gives us the simple plan.  Let them be preserved through your
salt, and let them see your light, in such a way that they see in you the good 
works of Christ and bring him glory.  We aren't salt to preserve the world for 
ourselves.  We aren't light to show people our goodness.  No, we do it so 
that they would see our great God and be drawn into him.  This is what a 
true friend does.  They bring their friends to the one who can help them and 
give them life. In a decaying and dark world be salt that preserves 
people from the rot of this world and be light that shows them the 
goodness of Christ

Conclusion  
So how are you influencing your friends for Christ?  Are you being 

salt to stifle the moral decline of those around you?  Are you being light to 
show them the truth of God's love?  We will all have an influence one way of 
the other.  Our prayer is that today would resolve to be an influencer for the 
kingdom of God.  

Years ago one theologian named Elihu Burrit put it like this. “No 
human being can come into this world without increasing or diminishing the 
sum total of human happiness, not only of the present but of every 
subsequent age of humanity.  No one can detach himself from this 
connection.  There in no sequestered spot on the universe, no dark niche 
along the disc of nonexistence to which he can retreat from his relations with
others, where he can withdraw the influence of his existence upon the moral 
destiny of the world.  Everywhere his presence of absence will be felt..  
Everywhere he will have companions who will be better or worse because of
him.  It is an old saying, and one of the fearful and fathomless statements of 
import, that we are forming characters for eternity.  Forming characters?  
Whose?  Our own or others?  Both.  And in that momentous fact lies the 
peril and responsibility  of our existence.  Who is sufficient for the thought?  
Thousands of my fellow beings will yearly enter eternity with characters 
differing from those they would have carried thither had I never lived.  The 
sunlight of that world will reveal my finger marks in their primary formations 
and in their successive strata of thought and life.” 


